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1. Introduction  
1.1. Willingham Parish Council is inviting tenders for a three-year grass 

cutting/grounds maintenance contract.  The contract is to undertake grass 

Contract start date: 1st April 2027  

Term: Three years  

1st April 2027 – 31st March 2030 
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cutting and grounds maintenance tasks, for varying locations in the Parish of 
Willingham, according to the schedule set out in this document.   

1.2. Maps of the areas to be included in the contract are included at item 4.   
1.3. It should be noted that the appointed contractor will be required to provide the 

Council with risk assessments for all tasks, together with proof of insurance 
and any other relevant certification.   

1.4. All enquiries should be directed to the Parish Council Clerk, whose details 
are:-  
Name:   Amy Rudderham  
Address:   Parish Council Office 

Ploughman Hall  
West Fen Road  
Willingham  
Cambridgeshire  
CB24 5LP 

Email:   Email@willinghampc.org.uk 
Telephone:   01954 261027 

2. Timetable for tendering process  

ITEM DEADLINE 
Opening Date 10th August 2026 
Closing date for receipt of tenders  18th September 2026 
Tenders opened by Council  21st September 2026 
Appointment made by Council  7th October 2026 
Notification to applicants  8th October 2026 
Contracts to commence  1st April 2027 
Contract end date  31st March 2030 

3. Sending instructions  
3.1. The following must be included with all tenders:-  

• Completed pricing schedule  
• Contact details for two references1, ideally local authorities  
• Public2 and Employer’s Liability Insurance certificates  
• Health and Safety policy  

3.2. Tenders will be accepted via email and by post 
3.3. The email/envelope should arrive no later than 5pm on Friday 18th 

September 2026. Any tenders received after the deadline will be discounted. 
3.4. The Council reserves the right to not consider any tenders which do not cover 

all areas listed in item 4.   

 
1 References will only be sought for the appointed contractor, and the council will notify the contractor 
before contact is made with the supplied referees. 
2 Cover level minimum of £5,000,000.00 

mailto:Email@willinghampc.org.uk
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4. Areas to be covered 

4.1. Pyrethrum Way – Phases I and II, public open spaces 
• To cut grass areas fortnightly, between the months of March to October, 

using a cylinder mower and strim to boundaries including path edges. 
• To cut grass areas monthly, between the months of November to February, 

using a cylinder mower and strim to boundaries including path edges.   
• Paths to be swept on each visit. 
• Maintain shrubs twice annually, in February and September, to ensure that 

nesting season is avoided.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  What Three Words location : crumb.grading.throat and thinking.happier.alternate     

4.2. The Pound, Pound Lane  
• To cut grass areas fortnightly, between the months of March to October, 

using a cylinder mower and strim to boundaries including path edges. 
• To cut grass areas monthly, between the months of November to February, 

using a cylinder mower and strim to boundaries including path edges.   
• Pathway and area to be cleared of any arisings, at each visit.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Three Words location: unpacked.botanists.polar 

4.3. Village Green  
• To cut grass areas fortnightly, between the months of March to October, 

using a cylinder mower and strim to boundaries including path edges. 

Please see areas edged red 
 

Please see areas edged red 
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• To cut grass areas monthly, between the months of November to February, 
using a cylinder mower and strim to boundaries including path edges.   

• Please note bulb planted areas can only be cut from 1 July to 1 February.   
• Paths to be swept on each visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   What Three Words location: built.prospers.defenders 
 

4.4. Public Hall, High Street  
• To spray weeds around the building in April, June, August, and October 

subject to weather conditions. Records to be kept of each visit. 
• Clear vegetation along back fence once a year - end of August 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Three Words location: televise.require.slugs 

4.5. Barton Field, Black Pit Drove 
• Mow and strim the entrance to the site and a footpath from the front of the 

site to the back of the site three times per year, including clearing any 
overhanging brambles or branches, in April, June and August.   

Please see areas edged red 
 

Please see areas edged red 
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• Cut back brambles along the pathway through the site, once per year, to a 
depth of at least 1 meter.  To be completed in October year.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

What Three Words location: battling.develops.populate 
 

4.6. Wildlife Meadow, Meadow Road 
• Cut a pathway through the entire site twice per year in April and June (blue 

line on the map below).     
• Cut a pathway through the entire site and one side of the entrance, 

alternating each year, in August (blue line and areas coloured yellow or 
pink, on the map below).     

• On year two of the contract, trim the inside of the hedges as far as 
possible.  Once the height of the hedge has reached 3 meters, the height 
should be maintained at that height.   

• Strim along side the inside ditches (orange lines shown on the map 
below), so they are clearly visible, during visits to the site in April, June and 
August.  

• Strim along the edge of the ditches, from the site side only, not roadside) 
at the front of the site during visits to the site in April, June and August  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What Three Words location: announce.distanced.logged 

Please see areas edged red 
 

Please see areas edged red 
 

Key:  
 

   Pathway  
  Mound  
  Pond  
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4.7. Haden Way  
• To cut green area in front of the bungalows on the junction of Haden Way 

and Over road monthly using a cylinder mower and strim to boundary as 
necessary including path edges.  All paths to be swept on each visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Three Words location: staring.sunbeam.ramp 
 
 

4.8. QEII Playing Field, West Fen Road  
• Weekly cuts from April to September including strimming around all play 

equipment and under table tennis tables.   
• Rough edges for all boundaries cut back monthly.  Including clearing under 

the hedgerows.  
• Fortnightly cuts from October to March including strimming around all play 

equipment and under table tennis tables.   

Please see areas edged red 
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• Roadside hedge to be flailed annually in September, avoiding nesting 
season.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Three Words location: verve.boating.hoo 

4.9. Community Orchard  
• To complete 4 x cuts of the perimeter of the site, the entrance of the site 

and around the fruit trees.  Two of these cuts should be completed in April 
and June, the remaining two cuts are to be completed at the contractors 
discretion  
o The wild flower areas to be left uncut until the final Autumn cut. This 

area will be marked out for contractors’ information. 
• Flailing of the hedges (inside) during year 2 of the contract – 

September/October.  It should be maintained at a wind break height.  This 
excludes the hedgerow along the bridleway of the site, as this is 
maintained by volunteers.   

• Flailing of the roadside hedge (outside) twice annually.  September should 
be a detailed cut, ensuring a good visibility splay is maintained,  the hedge 
should be trimmed in June.   

Please see areas edged red 
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What Three Words location: universal.aunts.guard 
 
 

4.10. Recreation Ground, West Fen Road  
• Weekly cuts of the entire site from March to October  
• Fortnightly cuts of the entire site from November to February  
• Strimming of the Bowls Club boundary fencing at each cut stated in the 

points above  
• The Lode bank on lower Rec to be cut Monthly 
• Weed Spraying whole field – twice a year (April and August) 
• Maintain hedge along West Fen Road from Pavilion to Container once per 

year, to be carried out in September, avoiding nesting season.   
• Fortnightly cuts of Bowls club grass around tearoom – April to September  
• Prune hedges behind the bowls Green once per year. 
• Spray weeds around the Pavilion area in April, June, August, and October 

(subject to weather conditions) – records to be kept of each visit. 
• Annual Removal of brambles on the corner of the carpark area by the lode 

in front of the pavilion – October  

Please see areas edged red 
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• Cut the sides of the internal hedges on the recreation ground extension 
and trim overhanging tree branches as necessary once per year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Three Words location: magazine.uppermost.prices 

 

4.11. Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road  
• To cut grass areas fortnightly with cylinder mower and strim to boundaries 

including to top of lode and including path edges. Paths to be swept on 
each visit. 

• To spray weeds around the building in April, June, August, and October 
(subject to weather conditions) – Records to be kept of each visit. 

• The hedge fronting West Fen Road from car park entrance to the rear of 
the QEII Field will be cut back and shaped to a height of one metre once 
per year.  Trees/shrubs in the hedge will be inspected and trimmed as 
considered appropriate annually i.e., three times in total, each year of the 
contract. 

• The hedge bounding the Ploughman Hall and QE II Field will be cut back 
and shaped to a height of 2 metre once a year.  Trees/shrubs in the hedge 
will be inspected and trimmed as considered appropriate annually i.e., 
three times in total each year of the contract 

• To raise skirt/prune shrubs around hall and car park once annually (to 
enable contractors to access grassed areas for cutting) 

Please see areas edged red 
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What Three Words location: places.prominent.correctly 

4.12. Cemetery, Church Street  
Grass Cut  

• 20 Cuts per year (generally fortnightly but weekly where growth dictates).  
To commence and the end of March dependent on growth 

• The Cemetery should be cut with a mower and where not accessible with 
a mower, strimmed. 

• All arisings are to be removed to a suitable waste disposal facility. 
 

Pathways 
• Path edges to be strimmed to ensure the edges do not encroach further 

onto the pathways, at each cut.   
• These should be lightly blown to remove any arisings on each visit. 
• To be sprayed bimonthly from April to October using a glysophate based 

product.  Records must be kept of each visit with details of product used. 
 

Ivy Growth 
• To be kept under control throughout the Cemetery (trees/walls/gates etc) 

during visits using strimmer with the addition of one annual visit to clear 
any higher level issues - September. 
 

Leaf Raking and Fruit Clearance 
• Monthly visits from October to early December to clear fallen leaves and 

remove arising to a suitable waste disposal facility. 
 
 

Please see areas edged red 
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Privet Hedge (Lane Style) 

• To be cut annually prior to the weekend of remembrance Sunday and all 
arisings to be removed to a suitable waste disposal facility. 

• Northern Hedge (social club side of cemetery) top and side to be cut back 
annually (September) 

Basal Growth 
• To be removed annual from all trees as needed (September) 

What Three Words location: doormat.ridiculed.underline 

 

5. Health and Safety  
5.1. The appointed contractor must supply:  

• Risk Assessments  
• Health and Safety Policy  
• Public Liability and Employers Liability insurance annually  

5.2. The appointed contractor will be responsible for ensuring safe systems of 
work for all tasks and employees.   

5.3. The appointed contractor will be responsible for the provision of all PPE for 
use by its employees.  

5.4. All equipment must be supplied and suitably maintained by the contractor.   
5.5. The contractor shall comply with applicable laws, regulations and safety 

standards relating to grounds maintenance.  
 

Please see areas edged red 
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6. Payment Terms 
6.1. Invoices are to be submitted monthly, by email, to the Parish Clerk.   
6.2. Invoices should be received by the last Wednesday of each calendar month, 

unless advised otherwise by the Clerk.   
6.3. Payments to contractors will be authorised at the monthly meeting of the full 

Parish Council and made by BACS payment the following day.   
6.4. Invoices received after the agenda deadline, generally the last Thursday of 

each calendar month, will be subject to payment the following month.   
 

7. References  
7.1. References will be obtained prior to the commencement of the contract.   
7.2. References from other local authorities are preferred but under no 

circumstances should references be made from members of the contractor’s 
family.   

7.3. The council reserves the right to re-evaluate tenders received if references 
are deemed to be unsatisfactory.   
 

8. Terms and Conditions  
8.1. It is the responsibility of the contractor to satisfy themselves that they are 

aware of the location, size and condition of the site of work and in possession 
of sufficient information to offer a tender.  

8.2. The council does not accept liability for any costs incurred in the preparation 
and submission of any tender.   

8.3. The council is not bound to accept the lowest or indeed any tender.   
8.4. The council reserves the right to remove elements from the contract in 

advance of it being signed by all parties.   
 

9. The Contract  
9.1. A contract will be drawn up and signed by both parties in advance of the 

contract commencement date.  
9.2. Within this contract, the contractor will be required to indemnify and hold the 

council harmless from any and all losses arising.   
9.3. The signed contract shall be governed by law and constructed in accordance 

with the law.  
9.4. The contract will include termination terms for both parties.   
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