
WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Council Office, Ploughman Hall 

 West Fen Road, Willingham 
Cambridge, CB24 5LP, Tel: 01954 261027 

Email: clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk Website: www.willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

MINUTES of the ordinary meeting of Willingham Parish Council held on Wednesday 4th 
February 2026 at 7.30pm, in the Octagon, St Mary and All Saints Church, Church Street, 
Willingham 
 
Present:      
Councillors:  Clark, Hales, Harris, Hutchcraft, King, Law (Chair), Mansfield, McKee, Philips, 
Ramsden, Watson, Wilkinson  
County Councillor: Deter 
District Councillor: Handley 
Parishioners: Three                          
Clerk: Mandy Powell     Deputy Clerk: Amy Rudderham (minute taker)       
==========================================================================                                                                                                                                                        
16/26     Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and ratified from Councillor Moore due to being unwell and Councillor 
Todd due to a prior commitment.  
 
17/26     Declarations of interest 
23/26 Councillor Watson declared an interest as a member of the Social Club Committee.  
21/26 Councillor Clark declared an interest as a resident of West Fen Road and his wife being 
actively involved in obtaining the signage.  
 
18/26    Public forum (maximum 3 minutes per person, with an overall limit of 15 minutes) All 
parishioners wishing to speak, must make their name known to the Clerk prior to the 
commencement of the meeting. Maximum of five people to speak. Large groups must decide 
on a spokesperson representative. (Please see important note above) 
A resident addressed the Council regarding the signage on West Fen Road, following the 
introduction of the 20MPH speed limit throughout the village. The resident confirmed that they had 
been liaising with the Highways Department at Cambridgeshire County Council, along with County 
Councillor Deter, and it had been agreed some further signage could be added. The signage 
example had been circulated to the Council ahead of the meeting and was on the agenda under 
item 21/26.  

Councillor Law re-opened the meeting and took item 21/26 at this point. Councillor Deter reported 
that the Highways Department had confirmed the signage could be added to the road and 
requested an indication of where the signage should be added. Following discussion between the 
Council and the Member of the Public, it was agreed to add the signage underneath the 40MPH 
zone signs, utilising the same posts. The Clerk confirmed that written permission on the proposal 
would need to be obtained from Cambridgeshire County Council before the signs could be added. 
Councillor Law also reiterated that permission would need to be granted from the owner of the posts 
and the owner of the land, prior to the signs being added.  

Councillors Ramsden and Philips clarified that the 10MPH warning on the signage was the 
maximum legal speed limit for vehicles passing horses. It was noted that the 10MPH would only be 
applicable to vehicles when passing horses, but it was hoped that these signs may act as a 
deterrent to speeding vehicles using the roadway.  
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The resident confirmed they would revert to the Highways Department with the proposed siting of 
the signage and obtain the necessary permissions alongside requesting the signage.  

Councillor Law closed the meeting again, for further Public Forum.  

A further member of the public addressed the Council as a volunteer for the Youth Club. A written 
request had been forwarded to the Council prior to the meeting, stating the need for a subscription 
membership to the FECA at a cost of £15.00 per year, funds to replace some equipment and a 
moving picture licence (for the use of the television) at a cost of £280.00 per year. Councillor Law 
confirmed that there was no further budget allocated to the Youth Club, aside from the standard 
room hire and Connections Bus provision, for the remainder of this financial year or next. The Clerk 
confirmed that the group would be able to submit a Grant Application form, in the new financial year, 
towards these costs.  

The volunteer also confirmed that the volunteers, separate from the Connections Bus, were 
exploring the possibility of running an evening for 14–16-year-olds. It was confirmed that all 
volunteers were DBS checked. Councillor Law confirmed that whilst this was a good idea in 
principle, there were possible safeguarding measures which would need to be met in order to run 
the group, which would need researching. Councillor Law also confirmed there would be financial 
implications of running such group.  

The Volunteer questioned the funds that had been previously provided to the Parish Council upon 
the closure of the Youth Trust itself and reported their understanding was that these monies would 
be available to the Youth Club in addition to the costs for Connections to run it. Councillor Law 
confirmed the balance from the Youth Trust had been accounted for within the budget for the room 
hire costs and the costs of the Connections provision for running the club and not kept separate as 
additional funds.  

19/26    To receive and ratify minutes from the Council meeting held on the 7th January 2026. 
Councillor Ramsden noted her name had been omitted from the list of attendees on the minutes. 
The Clerk apologised and confirmed the error would be amended.  
 
Subject to this amendment, Councillor Ramsden proposed the minutes be accepted as a true 
record of the meeting, seconded by Councillor Harris, and resolved with 11 votes in favour and one 
abstention, due to not being present at the meeting.  

Action: Clerk 
 
20/26    To deal with matters arising from the meeting on the 7th January not covered 
elsewhere on the agenda. 
Councillor Wilkinson reported that he had attended the Over Day Centre AGM. Although the overall 
numbers of attendees for the Day Centre had declined, the session uptake had improved. Meaning 
those attending were using more of the Centre’s facilities than before. Councillor Wilkinson did note 
that the attendees from Willingham had decreased from nine, to four.  
 
Councillor Law also reported that following last month’s meeting, the Clerk had responded to the 
District Council confirming the Parish Council did not wish to take on the responsibility of the bus 
shelter. They had responded requesting the funds S106 funds allocated to the Parish Council for 
bus shelter maintenance be returned. However, after the Clerk had outlined that the money had 
been allocated for the maintenance of all bus shelters, not just Haden Way, the District Council 
confirmed the funds could be retained by the Parish Council. Councillor Law thanked the Clerk for 
her work on this matter.  
 



21/26   To receive and consider County Council report and any other reports and 
communications not covered elsewhere on this agenda including:  
Councillor Deter’s report was received and circulated ahead of the meeting.  
 
Councillor Deter confirmed that there were plans in 2026/2027 to provide three options of what 
could be done with Shelford Road, with a view for the works to be carried out in the financial year 
2027/28. Councillor Deter confirmed she would continue to push for this and would keep the Parish 
Council updated on any developments.  
 
To receive information regarding potential signage for West Fen Road and consider any actions. 
This item was dealt with under item 18/26.  

22/26   To receive and consider District Council reports and any other reports and 
communications not covered elsewhere on this agenda, including 
District Councillor Handley’s report was received and circulated ahead of the meeting. Councillor 
Handley reiterated some of the points in his report to the Council.  
 
Councillor Law noted Councillor Handley’s intentions not to seek re-election and thanked him for all 
his work and efforts on behalf of Willingham.  
 
To receive information from Councillor Lentell regarding the marketing of the local Centre Land at 
Northstowe and consider any actions. 
Noted.  
 
23/26   Chair’s report including:  
To advise Council of recent Councillor resignation 
Councillor Law advised the Council that Councillor Barratt had resigned. He further confirmed that 
as the Council was due to hold elections in May the vacancy would not be filled in the meantime. 
 
To update Council on situation with potential trees from the Woodland Trust and consider any 
actions. 
The Chair advised the Council that Councillor Moore had inadvertently ordered 420 trees from the 
Woodland Trust without prior approval from the Council. The deadline to cancel the order had now 
passed. 
 
Councillor McKee proposed the Council accepted the trees for use within the parish. This was 
resolved with ten votes in favour and 2 abstentions.  

Action: Clerk 
 

Councillors Clark and Ramsden confirmed they had the space to take delivery of the trees and store 
them together with the means to move them.  
 
To receive correspondence regarding the upcoming Royal Garden Party and consider any actions. 
The Council unanimously agreed to recommend Katja Gauci as an attendee, provided they received 
Katja’s prior approval to do so.  

     Action: Clerk 
 

To receive correspondence from a resident regarding footpath provision within the village and 
consider any actions. 
Correspondence had been received from a resident requesting the Council work with them to look 
at improving footpath provision in the village. The Parish Council agreed it was a good idea and 
Councillors Ramsden and Hutchcraft would liaise with the resident.  

Action: Councillors Hutchcraft and Ramsden 
 



To receive and consider correspondence regarding concerns with parking around the social club 
during events. 
Correspondence had been received from a resident expressing concerns about parking during 
events making it difficult for emergency vehicles to gain access. The Clerk had written to the 
resident advising them to liaise with the Social Club management. Councillor Wilkinson suggested 
the Ploughman Hall car park could be used. Councillor Watson confirmed he would report this back 
to the Social Club.  

Action: Councillor Watson 
 

24/26   To receive from the following Committees: reports from lead councillors, note any 
delegated decisions taken, and make any recommendations. 
 
F&GP Committee – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
Councillor Law proposed that in accordance with section 1(2) of the public bodies (admission to 
meetings) Act 1960, that as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the 
confidential nature of the business about to be transacted in relation to the Clerk’s notice of 
retirement, the public be excluded from the meeting. Seconded by Councillor Hutchcraft and 
resolved unanimously. 
 
The Deputy Clerk and the members of public left the meeting. 
 
 
To receive notification of the Clerks intention to retire and consider any actions as a result. 
The Clerk had issued her notice with the intention of retiring on the 24th June 2026. Councillor Law    
proposed that the Deputy Clerk be offered the role and that the council delegate the F&GP 
committee to decide upon hours and pay scale. The F&GP committee were also delegated to 
appoint a new replacement Deputy Clerk and agree their hours and pay scale. Seconded by 
Councillor Harris and resolved unanimously.  

Action: Clerk 
 
The Deputy Clerk and the members of public re-entered the meeting.   
 
To approve minutes of the F&GP Meeting held on the 21st January 2026 
Councillor Hutchcraft proposed the minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting, seconded 
by Councillor King, and resolved with 7 votes in favour and 5 abstentions due to not being at the 
meeting. 

Action: Clerk 
 

To ratify recommendations from the F&GP Meeting on the 21st January 2026 including, policy 
review, risk assessment review, asset register, committee responsibilities, and fee increases. 
Councillor Mansfield proposed the recommendations of the committee be agreed and implemented, 
seconded by Councillor King, and resolved unanimously.   

Action: Clerk 
 

To receive and consider grant request from Willingham Scout Group 
Councillor Law proposed the grant request for £2,117.50 be accepted, seconded by Councillor 
Clark and resolved unanimously.   

Action: Clerk  
 

To receive an update on flooding in the village and consider any actions.  
The report from the resident expert had been circulated ahead of the meeting.  Conversations took 
place between the resident expert and the Council regarding the findings detailed in the report.  



Councillor Law and Councillor King thanked the resident on behalf of the Parish Council for all his 
efforts and hard work on this.  The Parish Council confirmed they were very grateful to the resident 
and wished him to continue working with them.  The Clerk confirmed that the resident would 
become an official volunteer of the Council and therefore be covered by the Council’s insurance.  

Action: Clerk  

Planning Committee – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive draft minutes from the meetings held on the 12th January 2026 and consider any         
actions.  
Noted.  Councillor Harris confirmed there had been a large public presence at the meeting.   
 
To receive an update on any comments made regarding the District Council’s consultation on their 
Local Plan. 
Councillor Law confirmed the District Council did not have any sites in Willingham and therefore a 
response was not put in for the Local Plan.   
 
HALLS – Updates and actions to be taken, including: 
The Clerk confirmed the insurance payment had been received together with the refund from the 
previous insurance provider.   
 
To receive requests from the youth club for further support and consider any actions. 
Following the discussions during the Public Forum, the office would provide a Grant Application 
form to the Youth Club.  

Action: Clerk 
 
To receive any other updates regarding the Ploughman Hall and Public Hall and consider any 
actions. 
The Clerk confirmed that the office was struggling to get someone to look at the roof. No further leak 
had occurred in the meantime, and the office would continue to contact companies. 
 
Cemetery – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
Councillor Mansfield reported that the works to the two lime trees had been completed and the 
works required to the Horse Chestnut Tree would need to wait until the new financial year.  
 
Councillor Mansfield confirmed she was still waiting to hear from the Grounds Maintenance 
Contractor regarding the works needed to the pathways in the Cemetery. The office would chase 
again for a response.  

Action: Clerk 
 
Green & Boundaries – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To consider new contract quotations for street lighting electricity 
Quotations had been received and previously circulated. Councillor Law proposed the Council 
accept the quotation from Valda seconded by Councillor Watson and resolved unanimously.  

Action: Clerk 
 
To consider a request for a geo-cache to be sited at Barton Field 
Correspondence was received from a residence requesting permission to site a geo-cache on 
Barton Field. Councillor Philips proposed the Council agree to the request, seconded by Councillor 
Ramsden and resolved unanimously.  

Action: Clerk 
 
To receive correspondence regarding land neighbouring Barton Field and consider any actions. 



Information received from the neighbouring landowner confirming they would be fencing their field 
following a successful grant application for the planting of a woodland. The information was noted 
and Councillor McKee confirmed she had added the information to the Willingam News article.  
 
Leisure & Amenities – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive an update on the MUGA and ratify any proposals and actions. 
Councillor King confirmed that the planning application had now been submitted. It was agreed a 
working party would be formed by Councillors Clark, Hales, King, Philips, to see the project through. 
(following the meeting Councillors Ramsden and Law also agree to join the working party).  
 
25/26  To receive and ratify monthly accounts for payment. 
(see attached list) 
Councillor Ramsden proposed the accounts be paid as listed, seconded by Councillor Watson, and 
resolved unanimously.  

Action: RFO 
 

26/26   To receive and ratify the quarterly budget statement. 
Councillor Clark proposed the Council accept the quarterly budget statement, seconded by 
Councillor Hutchcraft and resolved unanimously.  

Action: Clerk 
 
27/26  Police update including: 
Councillor Hutchcraft confirmed that the office had been liaising with the local Police Officer to 
arrange another “Coffee with a Cop” to be held at the library. Councillor Hutchcraft would update the 
Council accordingly when a date and time had been confirmed.  
 
28/26  To receive an update on HCVs and traffic/Highways issues and ratify any actions 
including: 
Councillor Ramsden updated the Council on another accident on Station Road, she confirmed she 
had spoken to County Councillor Deter about this.  
 
To receive correspondence regarding the dissolving of Community Road Watch and consider any 
actions. 
Councillor Harris confirmed the Road Watch group would be winding up. David McCandless used to 
download the SID data and Councillor Harris believed in order to do so the Council would need a 
windows tablet. Councillor Harris confirmed he was seeking further clarification on this and would 
revert in due course.  
 
To receive an update regarding the footpath to Highgate and consider any actions. 
Nothing new to report. 
 
29/26   Environment and Sustainability update including:  
Nothing to report. 
 
30/26    To consider proposal for the Council to support and progress a name change to 
Daniels Close/Daniels End and consult with residents regarding the change. 
Councillor Moore had circulated a document to Council proposing the street names to be changed 
to Kings View. He wanted this to be done on behalf of the Council rather than as an individual. 
Councillor McKee proposed the Council support Councillor Moore’s proposal, seconded by 
Councillor Hutchcraft and resolved with eleven votes in favour and one abstention.  

Action: Clerk/Councillor Moore 
 
31/26   Items for future meetings. 
Update on trees from Woodland Trust  
Carols on the Green  



 
32/26   Date of next meeting 
4th March 2026 
 
Meeting closed at 21.35.   
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