
WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Council Office, Ploughman Hall 

 West Fen Road, Willingham 
Cambridge, CB24 5LP, Tel: 01954 261027 

Email: clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk Website: www.willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Willingham Parish Council held on Wednesday 7th January 2026 
at 7.30pm, in the Octagon, St Mary and All Saints Church, Church Street, Willingham 
 
Present:      
Councillors:  Barratt, Clark, Hales, Harris, Hutchcraft, Law (Chair), Mansfield, McKee, Philips, 
Ramsden, Watson, Wilkinson  
County Councillor: Deter 
District Councillor: Handley 
Parishioners: Three                            
Clerk: Mandy Powell 
Deputy Clerk: Amy Rudderham   (minute taker)                                                                                                                                                             
01/26     Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Todd and King both with prior commitments 
and from Councillor Moore due to being unwell.  
 
02/26     Declarations of interest 
None declared.  
 
03/26    Public forum (maximum 3 minutes per person, with an overall limit of 15 minutes) All 
parishioners wishing to speak, must make their name known to the Clerk prior to the 
commencement of the meeting. Maximum of five people to speak. Large groups must decide 
on a spokesperson representative. (Please see important note above) 
A representative from WAG addressed the Council to wish everyone a happy New Year. They 
confirmed WAG had a meeting arranged for Friday at the representative’s house and any 
Councillors would be welcome to join. It was confirmed WAG wished to continue to assist the 
Council in any way they could. Councillor Law thanked the representative for attending and 
confirmed he would also attend the meeting on Friday. Councillor Law also thanked WAG on behalf 
of the Council for all their hard work and efforts.  
 
04/26    To receive and ratify minutes from the Council meeting held on the 2nd December 
2025. 
Councillor Harris proposed the minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting, seconded by            
Councillor Barratt, and resolved unanimously. 

Action: Clerk 
 

05/26    To deal with matters arising from the meeting on the 2nd December not covered 
elsewhere on the agenda. 
None raised. 
 
06/26   To receive and consider County Council report and any other reports and 
communications not covered elsewhere on this agenda including:  
Report previously circulated and tabled. 
 
Councillor Watson confirmed that he had been contacted by a number of residents from Wilford 
Furlong who had raised concerns that Rockmill End, Fen End and Wilford Furlong were not being 
gritted. Councillor Deter confirmed she would check the gritting schedule and revert to the Council.  

Action: County Councillor Deter 
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Councillor Law questioned whether there was any update on the budget that had previously been 
allocated to Shelford Road. Councillor Deter confirmed she would try and find out and revert to the 
Council further.  

Action: County Councillor Deter 
 
Councillor Harris reported that the reduction of speed along Shelford Road appeared to be working 
well. The Clerk confirmed she had received clarification from Highways that the 30MPH speed 
reduction would only be in place until the white lines were reinstated, now all repair works had been 
completed, and would then revert to the former 40MPH.  
 
07/26   To receive and consider District Council reports and any other reports and 
communications not covered elsewhere on this agenda, including: 
 
Councillor Handley reported that he had just returned from a SCDC meeting regarding the delaying 
of the elections due to take place in May this year, as a result of the Local Government 
reorganisation. The feeling from the meeting was that the elections should not be delayed as a large 
sum of money had already been spent on preparing for the elections and that the democratic 
process should be followed. Councillor Handley confirmed he also reiterated Willingham Parish 
Council’s concerns of carrying the full financial burden of an election, should South Cambridgeshire 
District Council resolve to delay theirs.  
 
Councillor Law queried whether there was any response regarding the Council’s previously raised 
question of the amber sites in Willingham identified in the District Council’s local plan. Councillor 
Handley confirmed that he would liaise with his colleagues and revert to the Parish Council further 
on this point.  

Action: District Councillor Handley 
 
To receive correspondence regarding commemorative tree and plaque in memory of those affected 
by the Covid-19 pandemic and consider any actions. 
Councillor Law proposed the Council accept the offer of a commemorative tree and plaque, 
seconded by Councillor Ramsden and resolved unanimously.  
 
It was suggested the Village Green may be an appropriate location for the tree, as a preliminary 
suggestion. The exact location was to be decided at a later date.  

Action: Clerk 
 

08/26   Chair’s report including:  
To receive information regarding ‘The Heart of the Community’ grant funding and consider any 
actions. 
Councillor Law proposed the Council apply for the grant for a standard bench to be placed on the 
Village Green, with a plaque upon it in memory of the late Phil King. This was seconded by 
Councillor Hutchcraft and resolved unanimously.  

Action: Clerk 
 

To consider attendance of Over Day Centre Annual General Meeting 
Councillor Wilkinson confirmed he would attend the meeting on behalf of the Parish Council. The 
office would respond on his behalf.  

Action: Clerk 
 
To consider attendance to Cambridge Growth Company presentation Q&A on 4th February 2026 
Councillor Watson confirmed that he would attend the presentation on behalf of the Parish Council.  

Action: Councillor Watson 
 
The resident expert whom the Council had been working with in regard to flooding, also confirmed 
they wished to attend.  



To receive information regarding MHCLG announcement on local elections in LGR areas and 
consider any actions. 
District Councillor Handley had provided an update on this matter under his report.  

 
09/26   To receive from the following Committees: reports from lead councillors, note any 
delegated decisions taken, and make any recommendations. 
F&GP Committee – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
Councillor Law reported that the substances found at the Landing Ground had been confirmed as 
Asbestos and under financial regulations, himself, and Councillor Hutchcraft had approved the 
quotation for the removal of the items. These works needed to be carried out as quickly as possible 
to enable the Environment Agency to complete their works.  

Action: Clerk 
 
To receive an update on flooding in the village and consider any actions.  
Councillor Law confirmed he continued to attend the MAG meetings alongside the resident expert 
for flooding, but there was no further update to provide.  
 
To consider appointment of internal auditor 
Councillor Law proposed CAPALC be appointed as internal auditor. Seconded by Councillor Harris                  
and resolved unanimously. 

Action: Clerk 
 
To consider annual renewal of Cambs ACRE Membership 
It was agreed the Council should renew the membership, at a cost of £89.40 for the year.                          

Action: Clerk/RFO 
 
Planning Committee – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive draft minutes from the meetings held on the 17th December 2025 and consider any 
actions.  
Noted. 
 
To consider response to the District Council’s consultation on their Local Plan. 
Councillor Ramsden proposed the Council object to the three amber sites identified in the Local 
Plan and the Council delegate Councillor Law to look into anything further and respond on the 
Council’s behalf. This was seconded by Councillor Watson and resolved unanimously.  

Action: Councillor Law 
 
To consider correspondence from South Cambs District Council in relation to the possible future 
maintenance of proposed bus shelters. 
Councillor Harris proposed that the Council did not accept the responsibility of the bus shelters in 
line with their previous decision relating to the bus shelter at Rockmill End. Seconded by Councillor 
Philips and resolved unanimously.  

Action: Clerk 
 
HALLS – Updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive an update regarding the recent insurance claim for water damage at the ploughman hall 
and consider any actions. 
Councillor Clark proposed the Council accept the figure offered and use it in the first instance 
towards the cost of repairing the roof and any spare funds be put towards decorating the ceiling. 
Seconded by Councillor Wilkinson and resolved unanimously. 

Action: Clerk 
 
 

 
To consider proposal for the expansion of the youth club and use of the Ploughman Hall. 



Councillor Clark and the Clerk had met with Connections and regarding the future provision of the 
youth club. Councillor Clark proposed that the Council agree to allow the Club to use the 
Ploughman Hall on Wednesday evening in addition to their usual space. This would enable the Club 
to increase the number of young people into the sessions. This was seconded by Councillor 
Wilkinson and resolved unanimously.  

Action: Clerk 
 
To receive any other updates regarding the Ploughman Hall and Public Hall and consider any 
actions. 
Councillor Clark had received verbal confirmation that the Scouts purchase of the ex-Salvation Army 
Hall had completed. It was expected the 1st Willingham Scouts would remain in the Public Hall for 
the rest of this academic year.  
 
Cemetery – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To consider request for additional ashes to be interred in an existing burial plot. 
Councillor Mansfield outlined the request and proposed that the Council give permission for the 
interment of ashes provided a full transfer of burial was completed prior to any interment taking 
place. Seconded by Councillor Philips and resolved unanimously.  

Action: Clerk 
 
Green & Boundaries – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
Councillor Watson agreed that the asbestos removal costs should be taken from the Barton Field 
expected expenditure for the remainder of this financial year and the proposed Barton Field works 
below would be held off until the new financial year, for budgeting purposes.  

Action: RFO 
 
Councillor Watson reported that he had received notification that the bin in the far corner of the 
Orchard was overflowing. The Clerk clarified that the office had confirmed to WAG and Councillor 
Watson that if there was no one to empty the bin into the main bin at the entrance, the bin in the 
corner of the orchard should be removed and users of the orchard would then have to use the bin 
emptied by South Cambs District Council at the entrance to the site only.  
 
It had also been requested the office arrange a meeting between WAG and the Parish Council 
regarding the ongoing maintenance works carried out by WAG on Parish Council land.  
 
 
To consider quotations for work to the entrance and gate at the Barton Field site. 
Councillor Watson proposed that the Council accept the quotation provided by Ollie Gawthroup to 
carry out the works anytime after 1st April 2026, providing the costs for doing so had not increased 
at all. This was seconded by Councillor Harris and resolved with seven votes in favour, four against 
and one abstention.  

Action: Clerk 
 

To consider request from Willingham Wolves for a bench and memorial tree at the Orchard in 
memory of Karen Monks. 
Councillor Watson proposed the Council approve the request subject to the positioning of the bench 
and tree being discussed and agreed with WAG, Willingham Wolves, and the Parish Council. This 
was seconded by Councillor Clark and resolved unanimously.  

Action: Clerk 
 
To consider new contract quotations for street lighting electricity 
Deferred to February. 
 
Leisure & Amenities – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive an update on the MUGA and ratify any proposals and actions. 



Nothing new to report – ongoing. 
 
10/26  To receive and ratify monthly accounts for payment. 
Councillor Watson proposed the accounts be accepted as listed, seconded by Councillor Wilkinson,             
and resolved unanimously. 

Action: Clerk 
 
11/26  Police update including: 
Councillor Hutchcraft reported that the Police and Crime Commissioner had released a survey for 
completion regarding funding. Councillor Hutchcraft confirmed he would circulate the survey and 
encouraged all Parish Councillor’s to complete it.  

Action: Councillor Hutchcraft 
 
Councillor Hutchcraft also reported that the Police and Crime Commissioner had confirmed a 
£300,000.00 pot available for domestic violence services in the community. However, due to the 
short deadline, the Parish Council had not had enough time to consider any actions they could take 
to assist with this. Councillor Hutchcraft confirmed he would respond to pass on his displeasure with 
the short deadline.  

Action: Councillor Hutchcraft  
 
12/26  To receive an update on HCVs and traffic/Highways issues and ratify any actions 
including: 
Councillor Harris confirmed to the Council that very sadly, just before Christmas, Dave McCandless 
had passed away.  
 
To ratify proposal for the next round of Local Highway initiatives and consider any actions. 
Proposal tabled. 
Councillor Harris proposed that the Council move forward with the scheme for the crossing on the 
High Street be redesigned to create a ‘table’ which would improve visibility to drivers whilst acting as 
a deterrent to excessive speed. Seconded by Councillor Ramsden and resolved unanimously.  

Action: Councillor Harris 
 
To receive an update regarding the footpath to Highgate and consider any actions. 
Councillor Harris confirmed he was continuing to chase.  
 
13/26   Environment and Sustainability update including:  
There was nothing to note other than the works previously mentioned being carried out by the 
Environment Agency.  
 
14/26   Items for future meetings. 
Quarterly Budget Statement 
Barton Field Geo-cache 
Carols on the Green  
National Day of Reflection  
 
15/26   Date of next meeting 
4th February 2026 
 
Meeting Closed: 20:53  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 APPENDIX 1  
 Accounts to be authorised 07.01.2026 
  
 Payments made in advance of the Meeting (Payments)  
ID Paid Date  Method Company  Description  Cost 

Area  
Net 
(£) 

VAT 
(£)  

Total 
(£) 

478 01.12.2025 DD Unity Trust Bank  Service Charge  EST  15.75 0.00 15.75 
479 01.12.2025 DD Scribe  Monthly subscription  EST  75.00 15.00 90.00 
480 01.12.2025 DD SCDC  Cemetery Rates  CEM 81.00 0.00 81.00 
481 01.12.2025 DD SCDC Ploughman Hall Rates  HALLS  540.00 0.00 540.00 
482 01.12.2025 DD SCDC Pavilion Rates  L&A  202.00 0.00 202.00 
483 01.12.2025 DD SCDC Ploughman Hall Waste 

Rates  
HALLS  109.50 0.00 109.50 

484 01.12.2025 DD SCDC Cemetery Waste 
Collection  

CEM  49.12 0.00 49.12 

485 01.12.2025 DD SCDC Public Hall Rates  HALLS  345.00 0.00 345.00 
486 08.12.2025 DD BT Featureline Quarterly 

invoice   
L&A 138.33 27.67 166.00 

487 10.12.2025 BACs MC Garden Maintenance Ltd  Grounds Maintenance 
Invoice  

EST  1,135.0
0 

227.00 1,362.0
0 

488 10.12.2025 BACs MC Garden Maintenance Ltd Grounds Maintenance 
Invoice  

EST  1,245.0
0 

249.00 
 

1,494.0
0 

489 10.12.2025 BACs S Clark  Reimbursement – 
Carols on the Green 
expenses  

EST  260.34 0.00 260.34 

490 10.12.2025 BACs E Ryder  Deposit Return  HALLS  83.33 16.67 100.00 
491 11.12.2025 DD British Gas Lite  Pavilion Electricity  L&A 71.50 3.58 75.08 
492 15.12.2025 DD BT Monthly invoice  EST  99.19 19.84 119.03 
511 23.12.2025 DD Nest  Pension Contributions  EST 223.67 0.00 223.67 
512 23.12.2025 BACs HMRC PAYE EST 1,209.5

8 
0.00 1,209.5

8 
513
-
516 

23.12.2025 BACs Staff  Salaries  EST 3,816.6
0 

0.00 3,816.6
0 

493 30.12.2025 DD British Gas Lite  Ploughman Hall 
Electricity  

HALLS  2656.2
0 

833.36 3489.5
6 

494 30.12.2025 DD British Gas Lite  Public Hall Electricity  HALLS  58.73 2.94 61.67 
495 30.12.2025 DD British Gas Lite  Pavilion Gas  L&A 50.86 2.54 53.40 
496 30.12.2025 DD British Gas Lite  Village Green  G&B 18.92 1.58 20.50 
         
 Payments to be made following the meeting (Payments)  
ID Paid Date  Method  Company  Description  Cost 

Area  
Net VAT  Total 

497 08.01.2026 BACs Sanctuary  Lifelines  EST 225.76 13.88 239.64 
498 08.01.2026 BACs Cromwell Fire  Pavilion Alarm Service L&A 95.00 19.00 114.00 
499 08.01.2026 BACs Cromwell Fire  Ploughman Hall Alarm 

Service  
HALLS 95.00 19.00 114.00 

500 08.01.2026 BACs Willingham Action Group  Reimbursement of 
Expenses from WAG 
budget  

G&B 139.76 0.00 139.76 

510 08.01.2026 BACs The Lawncare Company  Moss Control  L&A 48.00 0.00 48.00 
         
 Income received ahead of the meeting (Receipts) 
ID Paid Date  Method  Company  Description  Cost 

Area  
Net VAT  Total 

177 09.12.2025 BACs Willingham Badminton Club Hire of Ploughman Hall  HALLS  91.67 18.33 110.00 
182 09.12.2025 DD Lloyds Bank  Charge Card - 

cashback credit  
EST 0.94 0.00 0.94 

178 09.12.2025 BACs Little Miss Honkytonks  Hire of Ploughman Hall HALLS 110.00 22.00 132.00 
179 10.12.2025 BACs Little City  Hire of Ploughman Hall  HALLS  100.83 20.17 121.00 



180 12.12.2025 BACs P Hoayun  Hire of Ploughman Hall  HALLS 41.25 8.25 49.50 
181 12.12.2025 BACs  1st Willingham Scouts  Hire of Public Hall  HALLS 220.00 0.00 220.00 
183 19.12.2025 BACs Jill Bridger  Hire of Ploughman Hall  HALLS  256.67 51.33 308.00 
184 29.12.2025 BACs Studio Fogg  Hire of Public Hall  HALLS 135.00 0.00 135.00 
 Charge Card Statement transactions  
ID Paid Date  Method  Company  Description  Cost 

Area  
Net  VAT  Total  

501 09.12.2025 CHG Card  34SP Monthly Charge  EST  6.25 1.25 7.50 
502 09.12.2025 CHG Card  Adobe  Monthly Charge  EST  16.64 3.33 19.97 
503 09.12.2025 CHG Card  Kaspersky  Annual Charge  EST 50.82 10.17 60.99 
504 09.12.2025 CHG Card  Jetpack  Monthly Charge  EST 2.80 0.56 3.36 
505 09.12.2025 CHG Card  Amazon Glass Scraper  EST  2.49 0.50 2.99 
506 09.12.2025 CHG Card  GiffGaff Monthly Charge  G&B 6.67 1.33 8.00 
507 09.12.2025 CHG Card  34SP Monthly Charge  EST 9.96 1.99 11.95 
508 09.12.2025 CHG Card  Interflora  Flowers  EST 52.50 10.50 63.00 
509 09.12.2025 CHG Card  Lebara  Monthly Charge  G&B 4.17 0.83 5.00 

 

 


