
WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Council Office, Ploughman Hall 

 West Fen Road, Willingham 
Cambridge, CB24 5LP, Tel: 01954 261027 

Email: clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk Website: 
www.willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Willingham Parish Council held on Wednesday 3rd 
December 2025 7.30pm, in the Octagon, St Mary and All Saints Church, Church Street, 
Willingham 
 
Present:      
Councillors:  Barratt, Clark, Hales, Harris, Hutchcraft, Law (Chair), Mansfield, McKee, Moore, 
Phillips, Ramsden, Watson, Wilkinson 
County Councillor: None  
District Councillor: Handley 
Parishioners: Three                 Deputy Clerk: Amy Rudderham                                                                                                                                                                
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Before the start of the meeting, the Chair advised the Council that sadly Phil King, a previous 
longstanding member of the Council had recently passed away. A minute’s silence was held 
in respect.   
 
The Council requested the Deputy Clerk to arrange for a bouquet of flowers to be sent to 
Councillor Linda King.   

Action: Deputy Clerk 
187/25     Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor King due to personal reasons, 
Councillor Todd due to a prior commitment and County Councillor Deter due to being unwell.   
 
188/25     Declarations of interest 
None declared 
 
189/25    Public forum (maximum 3 minutes per person, with an overall limit of 15 
minutes) All parishioners wishing to speak, must make their name known to the Clerk 
prior to the commencement of the meeting. Maximum of five people to speak. Large 
groups must decide on a spokesperson representative. (Please see important note 
above) 
A resident addressed the Council reiterating previous concerns raised regarding the speed 
of traffic in the village. 
   
Councillor Law confirmed that the Parish Council had regularly raised its concerns with the 
police, but unfortunately, they had limited resources.  Councillor Law confirmed there was a 
Speedwatch group operating in the village and all the volunteers dedicate as much time as 
possible to do what they can.   
 
Councillor Law thanked the resident for raising their concerns and bringing them to the 
Council, as the minutes can be provided to the appropriate authorities to demonstrate the 
concerns being raised.   
 
190/25     To receive and approve minutes from the Council meeting held on the 5th 
November 2025. 
Councillor Hutchcraft proposed the minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting, 
seconded by Councillor Clark and resolved with eight votes in favour and five abstentions 
due to not being present at the meeting.   

Action: Clerk 
 
 
191/25     To deal with matters arising from the meeting on the 5th November not 
covered elsewhere on the agenda. 
None raised 
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192/25     To receive and consider County Council report and any other reports and 
communications not covered elsewhere on this agenda including:  
No report received.  Councillor Deter had confirmed the report would be sent by the end of 
the week, upon receipt, the office would circulate this to Council.   
 
193/25     To receive and consider District Council reports and any other reports and 
communications not covered elsewhere on this agenda, including: 
Report previously circulated. Councillor Law pointed out the consultation regarding the local 
plan, and it was agreed that he would look through on behalf of the Council and report back 
at the January meeting. 

Action: Councillor Law 
 

Councillor Law queried the nature of the Amber sites identified in the plan, as Willingham 
had three.  Councillor Handley confirmed that he would find out and report back to the 
Council. 

Action: District Councillor Handley 
 
The Council noted the provision of an extra bin and kitchen caddy being introduced.  

 
194/25    Chair’s report including: 
Councillor Law confirmed he had received correspondence from a resident raising concerns 
regarding the large vehicles transporting straw down Priest Lane.  The resident felt the 
condition of the road had deteriorated due to the large vehicles use of the road.   
 
Councillor Law confirmed he would respond to the resident and Councillor Harris confirmed 
he would pass the concerns raised to Highways.   

Action: Councillor Law and Councillor Harris 
 

Correspondence was received from Greater Cambridge Planning, regarding the third phase  
 Of the Fen Reservoir Consultation.  Councillor Hutchcraft had done some work on this 
previously, and compiled the response to the second phase, on behalf of the Council.  
Councillor Hutchcraft had noted the concerns regarding Earith were no longer valid, as 
Earith had not been selected as the site used.  The Council therefore agreed it would not 
comment further.   

 
To receive information regarding pastoral reorganisation consultation affecting the benefices 
of the 5folds team, Oakington and Northstowe and consider any actions. 
Information had been received regarding the consultation and was noted.   
 
 
195/25     To receive from the following Committees: reports from lead councillors, 
note any delegated decisions taken, and make any recommendations. 
 
F&GP Committee – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive and ratify minutes of the meeting held on the 19th November 2025 
Councillor Watson proposed the minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting, 
seconded by Councillor Mansfield and resolved with four votes in favour and nine 
abstentions due to not being present at the meeting.   

Action: Clerk   
 
To consider and ratify budget request for 2026/2027 
Councillor Hutchcraft proposed the budgets be accepted as listed (see below) seconded by 
Councillor Clark and resolved unanimously.   
 
Finance and General Purpose  £182,220.00 
Green & Boundaries   £ 14,015.60 
Cemetery    £ 14,450.00 
Halls     £50,990.00 
Leisure & Amenities   £29,368.00 
Highways    £  5,200.00 
 



Total budget request;   £296,243.60 
Action: RFO  

 
To consider and ratify precept request for 2026/2027 
Councillor Watson proposed the Council submit a precept demand of £199,282.94                        
seconded by Councillor Hutchcraft and resolved unanimously.   

Action: RFO 
 

Councillor Law thanked the Deputy Clerk for all her time and efforts in drafting the budget 
and precept figures.   
 
To consider adoption of new GDPR Risk assessment  
Councillor Law proposed the risk assessment be adopted, seconded by Councillor Moore 
and resolved unanimously. 

Action: Clerk   
 
To receive an update on flooding. 
Councillor Law had attended a recent meeting and had requested an update on the works 
on Over Road.   
 
Planning Committee – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive draft minutes from the meetings held on the 10th and 25th November and consider 
any actions. 
Minutes previously circulated and noted. 
 
HALLS – Updates and actions to be taken, including: 
Councillor Law confirmed that he and the Deputy Clerk had met with the Environment 
Agency regarding the intended works to the Lode.  Access would be required through the 
Ploughman Hall car park.  The Environment Agency would also require access to the 
Landing Ground, further into the project.  They had recently carried out an inspection and 
found some materials, which may be asbestos, which would need to be removed for access.  
It was requested the office contact a professional to find out the nature of the materials and 
then progress with its removal.   

Action: Clerk 
 

To receive an update regarding proposals from Connections to increase the capacity of the 
youth club sessions. 
The Clerk was organising a meeting with Councillor Clark and Connections and would report 
further at the January meeting. 
 
To receive updates regarding the Ploughman Hall and Public Hall and consider any actions. 
The insurance claim for the leak in the storage room at the Ploughman Hall was ongoing. 
 
Cemetery – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
Work on the removal of the shed had begun. 
 
Green & Boundaries – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
Councillor Watson confirmed the Christmas Tree had been delivered and the lights had been 
erected and switched on.  WAG had publicised the turn on of the lights and around 15-20 
people arrived to watch them be switched on.   
 
To consider quotations for work to be carried out at the entrance to Barton Field. 
Having reviewed the specification further, it was noticed that the work intended would 
actually limit the opening of the main gate. As a consequence, new specifications had been 
drawn up and quotations would be obtained. 

Action: Clerk 
 
 
To consider quotations for signage at the Meadow Road site. 
Councillor Watson proposed the quotation from Cambridge Sign Company for £302.82 + 
VAT be accepted, seconded by Councillor Moore and resolved unanimously.   



Action: Clerk 
 
To consider quotations for replacement bench on the village green and art bench on 
Meadow Road site. 
Councillor Law proposed that the Council accept the quotation from David Ogilvie 
Engineering for the daffodil design bespoke bench and from Ben Rudderham for the 
installation. The bench should be sited on the Village Green to replace the damaged one. 
Remaining S106 monies allocated to a bespoke bench would then be used with budgets put 
aside for 2026/2027 to provide a further bespoke bench next year (location to be decided). 
Seconded by Councillor Moore and resolved unanimously.  

Action: Clerk 
 
Councillor Hutchcraft requested the office contact Councillor King to find out whether she 
would be happy for a plaque to be placed on the bench to be sited on the Village Green, in 
memory of Phil King.   

Action: Clerk 
 
To receive an update regarding the request from the school to move the bench in Thodays 
Close and consider any actions. 
The antisocial behaviour had been reported to the Police. Councillor Phillips had taken 
photographs of the bench which had been circulated previously. It was agreed to leave the 
bench in situ for the time being. 
 
To receive and consider request for a memorial bench in the Community Orchard  
Due to time constraints relating the offer period on the bench being purchased, Councillors 
Law and Watson had approved the purchase previously. The office was asked to write to the 
resident to confirm that the responsibility for the bench and its maintenance was down to the 
resident and not the Parish Council. The Parish Council also reserved the right to remove 
the bench at any time should it need to do so. 
 
Leisure & Amenities – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive an update on the MUGA planning application and the use of a planning 
consultant and consider any actions. 
The meeting due to be held with the planning consultant had had to be cancelled. The Clerk 
was liaising with them and the local volunteer expert to try and move the project forward. 
 
196/25 To receive and ratify monthly accounts for payment. 
Please see attached appendix 1. 
Councillor Ramsden proposed the accounts be agreed as listed, seconded by Councillor 
Watson and resolved unanimously.   

Action: RFO 
 

197/25   Police update including: 
Councillor Hutchcraft confirmed the next quarterly meeting was due to take place on 10th 
December and he would provide an update at the January meeting.  
 
198/25   To receive an update on HCVs and traffic/Highways issues and ratify any 
actions including: 
To receive an update regarding Earith Road traffic calming and consider any actions. 
Ongoing, nothing new to report 
 
To receive an update regarding the footpath to Highgate and consider any actions. 
Councillor Harris confirmed the new quotations had been received and Highways were 
therefore looking at funding options.  
 
To receive an update regarding the condition of Shelford Road and consider any actions. 
Highways had reported that recent planned work to repair the even surface had been 
stopped due to concerns about the sub structure. The Council was waiting to hear further 
updates. 
 



To receive an update on the minor highways improvement bid for 2026-2027 and consider 
whether the council wishes to submit an application for the upcoming round. 
Councillor Harris confirmed he would investigate as to whether the Parish Council could 
apply for funding under this, to be used for the Highgate Footpath.   
 
Councillor Harris provided a couple of further ideas being: - 

1. The High Street Crossing become a raised table to act as a speed bump.  Councillor 
Harris noted this would need to be long to accommodate buses and longer vehicles.  

2. Councillor Harris provided three locations, being The Village Green, Newington and 
the High Street/Church Street/George Street junction, for the possibility of mini 
roundabouts to be added.   

 
Councillor Harris welcomed any suggestions others might have for this, and he would 
prepare a draft proposal for the January meeting.   

Action: Councillor Harris 
 
199/25   Environment and Sustainability update including:  
Nothing to report. 
 
200/25   Items for future meetings 
Barton Field Gate 
Minor Highways Bid 
Footpath to Highgate 
BBQ at Meadow Road 
 
201/25   Date of next meeting 
Wednesday 7th January 2026 
 
Meeting closed at: 8.40pm 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 APPENDIX 1 
 Accounts to be authorised 03.12.2025 
  
 Payments made in advance of the Meeting (Payments)  
ID Paid Date  Method Company  Description  Cost 

Area  
Net 
(£) 

VAT 
(£)  

Total 
(£) 

425 31.10.2025 DD Unity Trust 
Bank  

Service Charge  EST  13.05 0.00 13.05 

426 03.11.2025 DD Scribe  Monthly subscription  EST  75.00 15.00 90.00 
427 03.11.2025 DD SCDC  Cemetery Rates  CEM 81.00 0.00 81.00 
428 03.11.2025 DD SCDC Ploughman Hall Rates  HALLS  540.00 0.00 540.00 
429 03.11.2025 DD SCDC Pavilion Rates  L&A  202.00 0.00 202.00 
430 03.11.2025 DD SCDC Ploughman Hall Waste 

Rates  
HALLS  109.50 0.00 109.50 



431 03.11.2025 DD SCDC Cemetery Waste 
Collection  

CEM  49.12 0.00 49.12 

432 03.11.2025 DD SCDC Public Hall Rates  HALLS  345.00 0.00 345.00 
433 06.11.2025 BACs Express 

Roofing  
Ploughman Hall Roof 
Tile repair  

HALLS  85.00 17.00 102.00 

434 07.11.2025 DD British Gas  Pavilion Electricity  L&A 69.21 3.46 72.67 
435 11.11.2025 BACs SLCC Practitioner’s 

Conference  
EST  365.00 41.00 406.00 

436 11.11.2025 BACs SLCC Charles Arnold Baker  EST  148.50 0.90 149.40 
437 11.11.2025 BACs Willingham 

News  
Grant  EST  2418.00 0.00 2418.00 

438 11.11.2025 BACs MAGPAS Grant  EST  500.00 0.00 500.00 
439 11.11.2025 BACs O S 

Gawthroup  
Contractor works  EST  1062.00 212.40 1274.00 

440 11.11.2025 BACs O S 
Gawthroup  

Contractor works  EST  2148.00 429.60 2577.60 

441 12.11.2025 BACs A Wainwright Deposit Return  HALLS  200.00 0.00 200.00 
442 17.11.2025 BACs Gallaghers Insurance  EST  6207.97 0.00 6207.97 
443 17.11.2025 Charge 

Card 
Kaspersky Security – 3 devices  EST  50.83 10.16 60.99 

444 18.11.2025 DD BT Monthly Charge  EST  99.19 19.84 119.03 
445 18.11.2025 Charge 

Card 
Microsoft  Yearly licence to 

16.11.2026 
EST  115.20 23.04 138.24 

446 19.11.2025 BACs A Sevinc  Deposit Return  HALLS  81.67 18.33 100.00 
447 19.11.2025 BACs L Starling  Deposit Return  HALLS  81.67 18.33 100.00 
448 25.11.2025 DD Land Registry  Official Copies charge  EST  7.00 0.00 7.00 
449-
452 

25.11.2025 BACs Staff Salaries  EST  4477.63 0.00 4477.63 

453 25.11.2025 BACs HMRC  PAYE EST  833.22 0.00 833.22 
454 26.11.2025 BACs NEST  Pension  EST  287.63 0.00 287.63 
455 26.11.2025 BACs Christmas 

Direct  
Christmas Lights  G&B 56.63 11.34 67.97 

456 26.11.2025 BACs A Steenson  Hall hire – Deposit 
return  

HALLS  83.33 16.67 100.00 

457 30.11.2025 DD  British Gas  Ploughman Hall 
Electricity  

HALLS 1258.84 251.77 1510.61 

458 30.11.2025 DD British Gas  Public Hall Electricity  HALLS  56.83 2.84 59.67 
459 30.11.2025 DD British Gas  Pavilion Gas  L&A 49.80 2.49 52.29 
460 30.11.2025 DD British Gas  Village Green Electricity G&B 29.90 1.50 31.40 
         
 Payments to be made following the meeting (Payments)  
ID Paid Date  Method  Company  Description  Cost 

Area  
Net VAT  Total 

461 04.12.2025 BACs ACA Heating 
and Plumbing 
Ltd  

Six monthly Legionella 
inspections  

HALLS  300.00 60.00 360.00 

462 04.12.2025 BACs ARC Thermal 
Solutions  

Ploughman Hall Heating  HALLS  282.00 56.40 338.40 

463 04.12.2025 BACs ATLAS Tree 
Surgery  

Tree works at the QEII L&A 640.00 128.00 768.00 

464 04.12.2025 BACs Binder Limited  Service  L&A 80.50 16.10 96.60 
465 04.12.2025 BACs Binder Limited  Service  HALLS 182.50 36.50 219.00 
466 04.12.2025 BACs Briar Security 

Systems 
Limited  

Intruder alarm Annual 
Maintenance  

HALLS 290.50 58.10 348.60 

467 04.12.2025 BACs Connections 
Bus Project 

Hall Hire – Youth Group  HALLS 173.25 0.00 173.25 

468 04.12.2025 BACs ESPI Network Support to 
16.12.2025 

EST 1039.00 207.80 1246.80 

469 04.12.2025 BACs HMK Supplies  Toilet Rolls  EST  31.00 6.20 37.20 
470 04.12.2025 BACs DRE Pest 

Control  
Control and removal of 
wasp nest  

CEM 83.33 16.67 100.00 

471 04.12.2025 BACs Sanctuary  Lifeline Services  EST  188.87 10.41 199.28 
472 04.12.2025 BACs Suds & 

Bubbles  
Halls cleaning  
Pavilion cleaning  

HALLS  
L&A 
TOTAL 

933.00 
241.00 

1174.00 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

933.00 
241.00 

1174.00 
473 04.12.2025 BACs Gallagher Cyber Package EST 182.92 0.00 182.92 



474 04.12.2025 BACs Over and 
Willingham 
Internal 
Drainage 
Board  

Drainage Rates  EST  45.00 0.00 45.00 

         
 Income received ahead of the meeting (Receipts) 
ID Paid Date  Method  Company  Description  Cost 

Area  
Net VAT  Total 

162 03.11.2025 BACs Jill Bridger 
School of 
Dance  

Ploughman Hall Hire  HALLS  256.67 51.33 308.00 

163 03.11.2025 BACs Emma Pell  Ploughman Hall Hire  HALLS 110.00 22.00 132.00 
164 03.11.2025 BACs  Milanam Yoga  Side Hall Hire  HALLS  35.16 7.03 42.19 
165 04.11.2025 BACs Tanya Gray  Ploughman Hall Hire  HALLS  33.75 6.75 40.50 
166 04.11.2025 BACs Willingham 

Badminton  
Ploughman Hall Hire  HALLS  91.67 18.33 110.00 

167 06.11.2025 BACs Paul Hoayun  Ploughman Hall Hire  HALLS  55.00 11.00 66.00 
168 07.11.2025 BACs 1st Willingham 

Scouts  
Public Hall Hire  HALLS 203.50 0.00 203.50 

169 11.11.2025 BACs Little City  Ploughman Hall Hire  HALLS 100.83 20.17 121.00 
170 13.11.2025 BACs Studio Fogg  Public Hall Hire  HALLS 120.00 0.00 120.00 
 14.11.2025 BACs Sunflowers 

Care  
Side Hall Hire  HALLS  158.40 39.60 198.00 

171 18.11.2025 BACs Connections  Side Hall Hire and Youth 
Group 

 144.37 28.88 173.25 

         
 Charge Card Statement transactions  
ID Paid Date  Method  Company  Description  Cost 

Area  
Net  VAT  Total  

161 09.11.2025 DD Lloyds  Cashback Credit  EST  0.74 0.00 0.74 
414 14.10.2025 Charge 

Card  
Amazon  Stationery – Printer 

Paper  
EST  14.57 2.92 17.49 

413 14.10.2025 Charge 
Card  

Amazon  Green Paper Towels  EST  13.29 2.66 15.95 

415 15.10.2025 Charge 
Card 

Amazon Stationery  EST  7.49 1.50 8.99 

416 15.10.2025 DD Adobe Monthly Charge  EST  16.64 3.33 19.97 
417 19.10.2025 Charge 

Card  
Amazon  Stationery  EST  11.66 2.33 13.99 

418 20.10.2025 DD Jetpack Monthly Charge  EST  2.80 0.56 3.36 
419 26.10.2025 DD Giff Gaff  Monthly Charge  G&B 6.67 1.33 8.00 
420 28.10.2025 Charge 

Card 
Amazon Small bins  EST  10.12 2.02 12.14 

421 01.11.2025 DD 34SP Monthly Charge  EST  9.96 1.99 11.95 
423 04.11.2025 Charge 

Card  
Amazon  Stationery  EST  6.26 0.00 6.26 

422 04.11.2025 Charge 
Card  

Amazon  Green paper towels  EST  17.50 0.00 17.50 

424 07.11.2025 DD Lebara Mobile  Monthly Charge  G&B 4.17 0.83 5.00 
         

 


