
WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Council Office, Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham 

Cambridge, CB24 5LP, Tel: 01954 261027 
Email: clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk Website: www.willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Willingham Parish Council held on Wednesday 5th 
November 2025 7.30pm, in the Octagon, St Mary and All Saints Church, Church Street, 
Willingham 
 
Present:      
Councillors:  Clark, Hales, Harris, Hutchcraft, Law (Chair), McKee, Philips 
County Councillor: Deter 
District Councillors:  
Parishioners: One                Clerk: Mandy Powell 

Deputy Clerk: Amy Rudderham (minute taker) 
 
171/25     Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Barratt, Todd and Watson due to prior commitments; 
Councillors Wilkinson, King and Mansfield due to being unwell and Councillor Ramsden due to a personal 
commitment. Apologies were also received from District Councillor Handley. 
 
172/25     Declarations of interest 
Councillor Hutchcraft declared an interest under item 179/25 as his late mother’s cremation plot was near the plot 
in question.   
 
173/25    Public forum (maximum 3 minutes per person, with an overall limit of 15 minutes) All 
parishioners wishing to speak, must make their name known to the Clerk prior to the commencement of 
the meeting. Maximum of five people to speak. Large groups must decide on a spokesperson 
representative. (Please see important note above) 
The member of the public present did not wish to address the Council.   
 
174/25     To receive and approve minutes from the Council meeting held on the 1st October 2025. 
Councillor McKee proposed the Minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting, seconded by Councillor 
Clark and resolved with five votes in favour and two abstentions due to not being present at the meeting.   

Action: Clerk 
 
175/25     To deal with matters arising from the meeting on the 1st October not covered elsewhere on the 
agenda. 
None raised. 
 
176/25     To receive and consider County Council report and any other reports and communications not 
covered elsewhere on this agenda including:  
Report previously circulated. 
 
Councillor Harris questioned whether the Speedwatch group had been in touch following the previous meeting.  
Councillor Deter confirmed they had, and she was in the process of completing the necessary paperwork.   
 
Councillor Law questioned whether there was any update on the County Council’s Unitary Authority opinion.  
Councillor Deter confirmed that the County Council had selection option A and whilst they were not pushing for it 
specifically, they wanted to ensure that the option remained open for the government’s consideration.   
 
177/25     To receive and consider District Council reports and any other reports and communications not 
covered elsewhere on this agenda, including: 
To receive notification of and consider participation in South Cambridgeshire District Council’s consultation on 
their priorities for the coming year. 
Councillor Law encouraged Councillors to complete the surveys available.   
 
To consider applying for grant in relation to flooding support. 
The Clerk provided an update from the Environment Agency regarding the Lode.  The Council decided there 
wasn’t a watercourse which they were responsible for, which would be applicable to the Grant.  The Council 
therefore decided not to consider applying for a grant.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk/


178/25    Chair’s report including: 
Councillor Law confirmed there was a Greater Cambridge Planning meeting due to take place on 11th November.  
Due to the low numbers present at the meeting, it was requested the Clerk remind the Planning Committee at 
Monday’s meeting.   

Action: Clerk 
 
Councillor Law provided an update confirming that the Christmas tree would be delivered at the end of November 
and the lights would be put up at the beginning of December.   
 
It was confirmed that Carols on the Green would take place at 5.00pm on 24th December 2025.   
 
Councillor Law also reminded the Council he would be laying the wreath on behalf of the Parish Council at 
Sunday’s remembrance service and welcomed as many councillors as possible to attend with him.   
 
To receive notification and consider attendance at the Northstowe Quarterly meeting on 8th January 2026 
Councillor Law requested anyone wishing to attend the meeting, let the office know.  The Clerk confirmed she 
would circulate the information to all Councillors, by email.   

Action: Clerk 
 
To receive notification and consider attendance at CAPALC’s Annual General Meeting on the 27th November 
2025 
It was agreed not to attend. 

Action: Clerk 
 
179/25     To receive from the following Committees: reports from lead councillors, note any delegated 
decisions taken, and make any recommendations. 
 
F&GP Committee – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive an update regarding the Council’s insurance policy and consider any quotations received and actions 
moving forward. 
The Clerk had approached two other insurers, one who provided a quotation (Gallagher) and one who did not 
(WPS). Councillor McKee proposed the Council cancel the current policy and take up the policy with Gallagher for 
a three year period. Seconded by Councillor Philips and resolved unanimously. 

Action: Clerk 
 
To consider grant request from Age UK Community Warden Scheme for 2026/2027 
Councillor Law proposed the request be passed to the Finance Committee for consideration at its budgeting 
meeting on the 19th November.  This was agreed by all Councillors.   

Action: Clerk 
 
To consider grant request from Over Day Centre  
Councillor Law proposed the request be passed to the Finance Committee for consideration at its budgeting 
meeting on the 19th November.  This was agreed by all Councillors.   

Action: Clerk 
 
To consider grant request from Magpas 
Councillor Hutchcraft proposed the Council agree the request for £500 (five hundred pounds), seconded by 
Councillor Hales and resolved unanimously.   

Action: RFO 
 

To consider grant request from the Willingham News 
As the Council had previously agreed to underwrite the magazines losses up to a maximum of £4,000 (four 
thousand pounds), Councillor Law proposed the Council make the payment of £2,418 (two thousand, four 
hundred and eighteen pounds) as requested, seconded by Councillor Clark and resolved unanimously.   

Action: RFO 
 
To consider request from Deputy Clerk to attend the Practitioners Conference 
Councillor Law proposed the Council approve the request, seconded by Councillor Clark and resolved 
unanimously.   

Action: Deputy Clerk 
 
To consider adoption of new Information Technology (IT) Policy 
Councillor Law proposed the Council adopt the policy, seconded by Councillor Harris and resolved unanimously. 

Action: Clerk 
 
 
 

 



To receive an update on flooding. 
Councillor Law provided a brief update to the Council, in which he confirmed he had attended the most recent 
MAG meeting.   
 
Councillor Law also read aloud some notes received from the resident expert, who was continuing his research 
into the flooding issues.  The Council thanked the resident expert for their very hard work and dedication.   
 
Planning Committee – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive draft minutes from the meeting held on the 21st October and consider any actions. 
Minutes previously circulated and noted.  The Clerk reminded members of the Planning Committee that the next 
meeting was due to be held on Monday 10th November at 7.30pm.   
   
HALLS – Updates and actions to be taken, including: 
Councillor Clark confirmed that no update had been received in relation to the Scout’s purchase of the Salvation 
Army Hall.   
 
To receive and consider proposals from Connections to increase the capacity of the youth club sessions. 
Councillor Clark proposed the Council agree to Option 2 in principle but prior to any final decision being made the 
funding request be passed to the Finance Committee for consideration at its budgeting meeting on the 19th 
November. In the meantime, Councillor Clark and the Clerk would liaise with Connections and WAG to ascertain 
more details on how option 2 would work and report back to the Council so that a more informed decision could 
be made.  This was seconded by Councillor Harris and resolved with six votes in favour and one abstention.   

Action: Clerk/Councillor Clark 
 
To receive updates regarding the Ploughman Hall and Public Hall and consider any actions. 
It was reported that a loose tile on the Ploughman Hall roof had been repaired and that the heating in the 
Ploughman Hall was not working correctly. The office was liaising with the heating company to have this repaired. 
 
Cemetery – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To consider revised quotations for the removal of the shed and asbestos roof in the cemetery. 
Councillor Law proposed the council accept the additional costs for the roof (£1,125.00 + VAT) and fencing 
(£500.00 + VAT) seconded by Councillor Harris and resolved unanimously.   

Action: Clerk 
 
To consider request for stones to be placed around a memorial plot. 
The office had recently written to a Burial Right Owner regarding the addition of stones surrounding a cremation 
plaque.  A family member had responded requesting the Council consider allowing for the additions to remain in 
place.  Following some discussion, Councillor Law proposed the office write to the Burial Right Owner again, 
insisting the additions were removed, in line with the Terms and Conditions signed by the Burial Right Owner.  
This was seconded by Councillor McKee and resolved with six votes in favour and one abstention due to an 
earlier declared interest.   

Action: Clerk 
 
Green & Boundaries – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To consider quotations for work to be carried out at the entrance to Barton Field 
This was deferred to the December meeting. 
 
To consider request from the school to move the bench in Thodays Close 
Deferred to the December meeting.  The office was asked to email the local Police Officer to make them aware of 
the issues.   

Action: Clerk 
 
Leisure & Amenities – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive an update on the MUGA planning application and the use of a planning consultant and consider any 
actions. 
The Clerk confirmed the office were waiting to hear back from some consultants for assistance.   

Action: Clerk 
 
180/25 To receive and ratify monthly accounts for payment. 
Please see attached appendix 1. 
Councillor Harris proposed the accounts be accepted as listed, seconded by Councillor Clark and resolved 
unanimously.   

Action: Clerk 
 
181/25  To receive and ratify quarterly budget statement. 
Councillor Law proposed the quarterly budget statement be accepted as listed, seconded by Councillor Hutchcraft                  
and resolved unanimously.   

Action: Clerk 



182/25   Police update including: 
Councillor Hutchcraft confirmed that physical patrols had been carried out in October and as a result, an ASBO 
had been issued.   

Action: Clerk 
 
183/25   To receive an update on HCVs and traffic/Highways issues and ratify any actions including: 
Councillor Harris confirmed the traffic warden had been around, as requested by the Council.   
 
To receive correspondence from a resident relating to communication with County Council regarding Earith Road 
traffic calming and consider any actions. 
Correspondence had previously been circulated to Councillors.  The office was requested to respond to the letter 
thanking the resident for the correspondence. 

Action: Clerk 
 
To consider holding a meeting in relation to speeding in the village and consider any actions. 
Councillor Harris confirmed the Council should wait for the time being whilst the feedback was considered, and 
the Earith Road traffic calming was considered.   
 
To receive an update regarding the footpath to Highgate and consider any actions. 
Councillor Harris confirmed that he had liaised with the owner of Highgate regarding the road closure, and he had 
confirmed an overnight closure would be acceptable to him.  Councillor Harris confirmed he had reverted back to 
Highways with this information but was still waiting to hear further.   
 
To receive an update regarding the 20mph scheme and speed limits on West Fen Road and consider any actions. 
Councillor Harris confirmed he had raised West Fen Road with Highways, and they had explained the buffer 
speed limits needed to be in place and a reduction to on the road would not be possible.   
 
To receive an update regarding the condition of Shelford Road and consider any actions. 
Councillor Harris confirmed that a temporary 30MPH restriction had been implemented, but the weight limit had 
not been.  County Councillor Deter confirmed she would be happy to push the matter with Highways.   
 
To receive an update on the minor highways improvement bid for 2026-2027 and consider any actions. 
Councillor Harris confirmed that the recent Local Highways Bid, for the yellow lines, had been awarded.  The next 
round would open next week until early February, so the Council would need to consider what application they 
would like to make.   
 
184/25   Environment and Sustainability update including:  
Nothing to update.   
 
184/25   To consider meeting dates for 2026. 
Councillor Hutchcraft proposed the dates be accepted as listed, seconded by Councillor Clark and resolved 
unanimously. 

Action: Clerk 
 
185/25   Items for future meetings 
Barton Field Gate quotations 
Budgets 
Precept 
Thodays Close Bench 
 
186/25   Date of next meeting 
3rd December 2025 
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