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PARISH COUNCILS – WHO ARE THEY? 
 

Parish and Town Councils are the level of local government closest to the needs of local 

people. Parish and Town councils are created in law and are required to act within the laws 

by exercising the powers and functions which have been conferred on them by Acts of 

Parliament. However, these laws give the Parish and Town councils a wide remit within 

which to improve the lives of their local community. The Council collects a precept each 

year (a sum collected with the council tax each year from the householders in the parish) 

specifically intended to maintain and improve facilities and services for local people. The 

precept for 2025/2026 is £190,434. 

Parish and Town Councils are the least bureaucratic and the cheapest form of local 

government in existence. All sums collected are invested in the needs of the Parish itself. 

They are elected bodies and as such are responsible and responsive to their local electorate. 

 

WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Willingham Parish Council is made up of 15 Councillors all of whom are unpaid. The period 

of office of a Councillor is normally 4 years, but if they have been co-opted or elected at a 

by-election, they will serve until the next normal election. Due to the Northstowe 

Governance Review the Council held their elections a year early in May 2021. The term of 

office will run for 5 years to bring the next election in line with District Council Elections in 

2026.  

The Council currently employ four part time members of the staff: 

The Clerk – Mandy Powell 

The Deputy Clerk and Finance Officer – Amy Rudderham 

The Compliance Administrator – Annika Osborne 

The Litter Picker – Claire Mumford 

You can contact the Parish office by email or phone: 

01954 261027  clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 

CHAIR’S REPORT 

Willingham has been spared a repeat of the serious flooding of previous years, but the very 
wet period at the end of 2024 combined with a historically high water-table has still been a 
cause of concern and has sadly meant the recreation ground has been unusable for large 
periods of time. There is little which can be done because of the low level of the rec, caused 
by gravel removal in the distant past when the full future implications were not understood. 

mailto:clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk


 
 

 
 

The Council is seeking additional recreational land elsewhere in the village and will be 
grateful for any suggestions or offers. 
 
I have attended (remotely) all meetings of the Multi-Agency Group for this area with 
representatives from Anglian Water, Cambridge Water, the Environment Agency, 
Cambridgeshire County Council, South Cambridgeshire District Council and other Parish 
Councils, to discuss and co-ordinate flooding responses. The focus has been trying to find 
ways to keep surface water out of the sewage system, particularly from new building. The 
main problem is, as always, lack of funding. Secondly, current planning legislation only 
allows water companies to comment on new builds. This is unlike other consultees, such as 
Highways, which can insist on compliance. 
 
The Council also co-ordinated a meeting chaired by our new MP, Ian Sollom, with many of 
the same attendees. This provided an opportunity to share these concerns with the 
Government, but no promises here.  
 
I would like to take the opportunity to pass on thanks to the two resident volunteer experts 
whose knowledge has been a tremendous help to the Council in trying to get to the root of 
the issues and pressing for solutions. 
 
The Public Hall has needed a constant stream of repairs and patchwork maintenance over 
the years. To get a complete picture of the state of the building, the Council commissioned a 
full structural survey. The results were not pleasant reading and the remedial work 
necessary would cost the entire Council budget for several years. It was fortunate therefore 
that the old Salvation Army Hall on Silver Street became available. After consulting with the 
Scouts, who are the main users of the Public Hall, the Council planned to purchase the Army 
Hall where the Scouts could continue to be the main users. However, the local Scout District 
thought this was such a good idea that they decided to buy the Army Hall themselves, and 
this is now in progress. 
 
At this point we have to reluctantly concede that the Public Hall is no longer a sustainably 
useful   Council asset and will have to be sold. 
 
This April we will be saying goodbye to Sarah, who has given sterling service as our 
Responsible Finance Officer for more years than it would be polite to mention. She will be 
replaced by Amy, who will take on the RFO role alongside her work as Deputy Clerk. I’d like 
to pass on the Council’s thanks to Sarah for her contributions and to wish her all the best 
with her reduced workload in the future. 
I’d like to finish by thanking all councillors who give up their time for the benefit of the 
village, and the office staff for their support and assistance. 
 
Derek Law 
Chair  
 
  



 
 

 
 

CEMETERY  

 
The wet Spring and early Summertime in 2024 along with the 
sudden loss of our contractor, led to some issues with 
managing to keep the grass cut. We apologise for the 
problems which then unfolded making it difficult for 
residents to visit graves. 
 
We are pleased to say that we now have a new contractor 
who is working to bring the grass cutting back to what it was 
previously. However, some issues have arisen when items are 
placed outside the grave space or Ashes Memorial Stone. 
This makes it difficult or impossible for the grass cutters to 
cut around the area and could cause damage to some of 
these items. The grass cutters along with the Parish Council 
endeavour to keep the Cemetery in good order to facilitate 

easy access for residents visiting grave and ashes plots. 
 
The Parish Council have been working on improving the Biodiversity in the Cemetery, 
bearing in mind that it is a space where people need to have access to graves. We have 
carried out a survey of the area and find that we have several features which support a 
range of habitats for wildlife, wildflowers, insects (especially some butterflies), small 
mammals, and birds. We are also in the second year where a small roped off area next to 
the northwest wall is being left as long grass. This is only cut in August. We hope that this 
will eventually have native wildflowers for summer pollinators. 
On having removed two dying Hawthorn trees, we have recently planted two new oak trees 
along the Stile Lane border. 
 
The small cast iron gate in Stile Lane has been refurbished along with the pillars and now 
opens and shuts smoothly. 
 
The Parish Council continues to welcome the large number of residents each November to 
the War Memorial in the Cemetery in order for the village to remember those who died in 
the First and Second World Wars. 
 
The Parish Council are continuing to explore options for acquiring land for a new cemetery, 
to cater for the needs of a growing community. We are particularly interested in suitable 
land which could serve as a final resting place for future generations. If any residents know 
of suitable land, or land for sale/lease, please contact the Parish Council Office. 
 
Brenda Mansfield     
Lead Councillor Cemetery. 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

GREEN AND BOUNDARIES 
 
Community Orchard  
 
The volunteers have been busy this year and the Parish Council offered some financial support 
so that they could be taught how to lay a hedgerow. If you take a wander down to the 
Orchard, you will be able to see the excellent job that has been done of it.   
 
The orchard continues to look better year on year with the volunteers doing a good job 
looking after it. They have repainted the seats and benches and the grass cutting and spraying 
etc has is now being undertaken by the Parish Council’s contractor. 
 
Wildlife Meadow – Meadow Road 
 
As the area is becoming more and more popular with dog walkers, the Parish Council 
purchased a poo bag dispenser which has been installed on site. Cambridge Acre have agreed 
to another grant to reshape the wildlife pond that was originally dug last year. Hopefully work 
will begin in next few weeks. 
The replaced CCTV camera has been fitted and there have been no fly tips at the site since 
the camera was installed. 
 
Unfortunately, there have been some tips further along Meadow Road as well as rubbish 
being set alight. South Cambridgeshire District Council have been quick to clear these away 
where they are on public land. Fly tipping on private property is the responsibility of the 
landowner. 
Village Green  
 
The Green is well maintained with no major works needing doing over 
the last twelve months. It continues to be the venue for the popular 
annual fun fair and the Parish Council, along with WAG, organised 
carols on the green this year. The event was well attended and funds 
raised went to charity. 
  
Pyrethium Way 
 
Both greens are well maintained and no issues raised. 
 
Long Pond 
 
South Cambridgeshire District Council continue to maintain the pond on the Parish Council’s 
behalf and there have been no problems reported this year. 
 
Haden Way  
 
Whilst owned by South Cambridgeshire District Council the Parish Council continues to cut 
the grass on the Green. 



 
 

 
 

Barton’s Field – Black Pit Drove 
 

This site continues to be popular with walkers and at 
the end of 2024 a new gate and fence were fitted with 
the entrance widened giving easier access for 
maintenance. 
  
 
 
 
 
  

High Street bus stop  
 
Remains in good condition and is periodically cleaned as needed. 
 
Landing Ground – Earith Road 
 
This small piece of land by the river is in good order with no 
significant maintenance issues this year.  
 
The Pound – Pound Lane 
 
This area is included in the Parish Council’s ground maintenance schedule and continues to 
be cut regularly.  
 
Jim Watson - Lead Councillor Green & Boundaries  
 
 

LEISURE AND AMENITIES 

Additional Land 

We are still urgently seeking more land for recreational use. We have well below the 

recommended amount for a village this size - and that assumes the lower rec is usable, 

which it often isn’t due to waterlogging. In July the Clerk wrote to the joint owners of the 

old set-aside land to the west of the rec seeking to buy, rent or lease part of it but got no 

reply. She also investigated ownership of land behind Fen End which would be sufficiently 

close to the existing rec, but it was divided into 5 parts all with different owners, so this was 

not pursued. Finally, we have been in discussion with the Willingham Combined Charity 

regarding leasing, renting or buying a part of the land that they own to the South of the lode 

behind their allotments which would be accessible from the rec via a bridge (one used to be 

there). Unfortunately, they Charity were  unable to accommodate our request at this time. 

  

 



 
 

 
 

Recreation ground 

The unpredictable weather has caused great 

problems. The first half of 2024 was very wet, 

and the lower rec was waterlogged for much 

of the time up to July. This meant that our 

extremely successful football club, Willingham 

Wolves, now play many of their games at 

Northstowe. Their very popular Football 

Festival held over two weekends in June was 

therefore moved to Northstowe for 2024 and 

it will be held there again this year as it is not 

possible to be certain that the whole rec will 

be dry enough. Annoyingly, as it has turned 

out, the spring of 2025 has been unusually dry 

and there has been very little flooding, but we 

must assume that the trend for wet winters 

will continue.  

I would like to thank the Wolves on behalf of 

the village for the huge amount of work the 

committee and managers put in. Around 280 children and 70 adults currently take part. 

Special thanks are due to Ben Monks who stepped down as Chairman earlier this year, and I 

wish the new Chairman, Rob Kirk, well. Jamie Smith continues to work tirelessly as 

Secretary. They have obtained a grant of £60,000 over 10 years from the Football 

Foundation for pitch maintenance. They have also applied for a container from the Football 

Foundation as there is not enough storage space in the pavilion. They confirmed that they 

were no longer selling hot food so the large extractor fan in the kitchen was 

decommissioned as it is very expensive to maintain. 

The Cricket Club was badly affected by the waterlogging of the ground during the first half 

of 2024 and the Council was able to help make their storage shed more resilient.  The club is 

joint with Over so matches can be held at their ground, but some were held in Willingham 

later in the summer. The Bowls Club green was also affected by the weather earlier in the 

year. The annual grant of £1400 from the Parish Council helps towards maintenance.  

The floodlights failed again and so Clive Bass gave them a thorough check including 

replacing all the lights, which are under guarantee.  

MUGA 

We were granted planning permission for two netball and tennis courts in December 2023 

in the midst of the very wet winter of 2023/4 with the area under water. It seemed likely 

that the trend towards wetter winters would mean that the area could well be flooded for 

much of the winter period. We continued progress, hiring a consultant to help with the 

tendering process, but eventually decided to draw up a revised plan, reducing the size to 

just one set of courts but raising the level. Due to Environment Agency regulations for flood 



 
 

 
 

plains this raising must be compensated by removing material at the same level from 

elsewhere on the rec. We currently have a flooding consultant calculating the amount 

needed and where it will be taken from, and his report will be added to the planning 

application which we hope to submit in the early summer.  

QEII Playing Field 

The children’s playground continues to be 

very well used, not only by Willingham 

residents but also from surrounding 

villages. There have been the usual minor 

repairs needed to equipment. These 

always turn out to be very expensive but it 

is important to keep everything in tip top 

condition. We are thankful that there has 

been very little vandalism, apart from a very disappointing brief period when there was 

damage by dogs to some of the rubber seats. Thanks are due to the Willingham Action 

Group for helping to maintain the trees.  

Linda King – Lead Councillor, Leisure &Amenities 

 

HALLS 

 
The Ploughman Hall over the course of this year proved popular and busy with a range of  
regular and individual bookings across a wide range of activities from ballroom dancing to  

parties.  Users have, in general, provided positive 
feedback and enjoyed using the facilities.  
 
The Clerk’s office team have proved excellent in 
supporting the provision and the Parish Council 
thanks them for this work.  
There has been a smooth transition to new 
arrangements for the 
management of the Public Hall 
as well as the Willingham 
Youth Trust. Both are now 

under the direct management of the Parish Council. I would wish to thank 
all those involved for their insights and cooperation.  
 
We have converted the rear kitchen in the Ploughman Hall to provide 
desperately needed storage. This work is complete, and it is proving to be 
an excellent resource.  
 
The Public Hall has, for quite some years, been deteriorating in terms of 
its basic fabric and structure. Times have moved on since its erection and 



 
 

 
 

its design does not lend itself to current demands. Following two quotes for structural work 
and a full survey looking at costs going forward we have reached a point now where it is not 
fit for purpose as well as prohibitively expensive to repair and maintain. The Parish Council 
has resolved to stop renting out the Public Hall, as soon as alternative provision is obtained 
for current users and to dispose of the hall. (PC Meeting 05th February 2025)  
 
During the year the ex-Salvation Army Hall has become available for sale and currently the 
District 
Scouts are in the process of considering its purchase.  
 
Simon Clark – Lead Councillor, Halls 
 
 

PLANNING 

The members of the Planning committee are 
dedicated to the protection of our village 
framework and as a minor rural community we 
actively discourage overdevelopment of our 
boundaries and green spaces. We work with SCDC 
planning department in reviewing all applications 
prevalent to our village showing great consideration 
to the internal growth and expansion within the 
village boundaries, whilst exercising caution to new-

build estates and multiple housing developments. Family homes, extensions and alterations 
are viewed with understanding reflecting the ever-changing world we live in.  
 
Flooding risks are high on our agenda- objecting to most large applications until we can 
ensure, through SCDC, our village receives adequate drainage requirements.   
 
The planning team meet in general twice a month to review applications ranging from new 
builds, extensions, alterations, listed buildings, tree removal, etcetera from both individuals 
and businesses alike. We review on average 5 applications at each meeting and all the 
members are available to discuss your applications. Whilst we work closely with SCDC 
planning we do, from time to time, need to refer planning applications to the SCDC Planning 
Committee if we feel they are not in line with our thinking. This allows the Parish planners 
to voice our oppositions and recommendations directly with the SCDC Planning team before 
decisions are made. 
 
Barry Todd – Chair of Planning Committee 
 
 

  



 
 

 
 

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILTY 

Pink Bin 

The first year for a new initiative to recycle small electrical 

equipment began in April 2024 and our booking matched the WAG 

Repair Café at the Ploughman Hall that month. South Cambs 

included our booking in their website so other councils could use us 

as a point of reference since it was a new venture. That Pink Bin was 

indeed a success, more than two were filled that month, and we 

have rebooked another to coincide with this year’s WAG Repair 

Café. 

 

Flowers in the village 

The six flowering tubs placed around the village have now been taken over and are 

refreshed by the Willingham Gardening Club. 

A variety of projects and ideas are being investigated by the WAG group linked with the 

Gardening Club. The role of the Parish Council is to support these ideas where we can: to 

provide details such as who owns which pieces of land or verges etc., to give information 

regarding grounds maintenance contractors, to give help with applications for grants and to 

supply any paperwork which we hold that could be useful to the groups. We continue to 

explore the development of rewilding within the village bearing in mind the cost to the 

parish alongside the positive effects it may have. We have toured the village together with 

this in mind and future bulb planting this coming autumn.  

Biodiversity 

In our churchyard, an agreed area has been 

sectioned and marked off, in order to allow 

wildflowers and a natural habitat to flourish - 

uncut by the cemetery maintenance team. 

This patch is to be left to settle and apart 

from hoping we can manage a new wild area, 

we share the interest in how it progresses for 

the next 1-2 years with the ‘Cambridgeshire 

Churchyard Conservation Award Scheme’.  

More areas in the Village Orchard have had additional log piles or simply been left in 

sections to encourage wildlife and wildflowers to flourish there.  

Our Meadow Road field continues to need to be managed and given special attention. 

ACRE, along with Lottery funding, completed their digging of four brand new ponds of 

differing depths at the far end of that field. The aim is to link these with waterways to the 

north of the village and provide native creatures with more of a safe, accessible corridor, 



 
 

 
 

and we met with the specialists to discuss the original plans at the site. More recently, work 

on these has been discussed with a variety of experts from South Cambs, our WAG group 

and ourselves, in order to ensure the ponds can begin to settle more effectively into the 

landscape as well as help the wildlife as they were designed to serve. An application by the 

Parish Council, in collaboration with WAG, to the SCDC’s Shared Prosperity Fund for money 

to improve the area, including paths, benches, a butterfly bank, nature trails and a wildlife 

camera was unfortunately unsuccessful. Next year will see more work on these ponds along 

with their surrounding hedges, access, and wildflowers, enhancing what is proving to be a 

great asset - not just to the village but to the greater natural corridor.  

Willingham Community Orchard    

The Council continue to work alongside the volunteers – namely from the WAG group – who 

help manage the facility. The Council have supported where we can, the team’s latest 

project of laying and clearing as necessary the southern hedge using experts and affording 

the necessary tuition. 

Councillors Linda King & Valerie McKee – Environmental representatives 

 

HIGHWAYS  

Speedwatch 
 
The Parish Council will continue to support the 
Speedwatch group and will continue to campaign for 
measures to reduce the impact of traffic on residents. 
The Speedwatch group operating mainly along Earith 
Road and Station Road have recorded many vehicles 
travelling over the speed limit, some by quite a large 
amount. This results in reports to the police who issue 
drivers letters notifying that their speeding has been 
recorded. Additionally, the group notes vehicles not 
taxed or without an MOT and inform the police. The 
group changes the batteries on the Speed Indicating 
Devices (SIDs). 
 
20mph Zone 
This village wide scheme is being implemented and should be operational before May this year. The 
extents north – south is along the B1050 from Fen End junction to Millfield junction incorporating 
both side roads. East-west is from just south of Newington on Rampton Rad to Highgate Farm along 
Over Road. Smaller roads as West Fen Road, Meadow Road and Priest Lane also have signage 
indicating the zone. 
 
Unfortunately, the speed camera on Station Road is to be removed as it cannot be recalibrated to 
the new limits, which has caused some consternation among residents. We will endeavour to look at 
other enforcement measures in the future. 
 
Local Highways Initiative 2024 



 
 

 
 

The Parish Council LHI bid in 2024 was for a footpath along Over Road to High Gate Farm and was 
successful. The cost will exceed the maximum LHI allowance, so this is being topped up from PC 
funds and a donation from the site owner. Construction is planned for later this year as it is likely do 
entail some traffic controls and the timing will coincide with other planned works to reduce 
disruption. 
 
Local Highways Initiative 2025 
The Parish Council LHI bid in 2025 is to increase safety and traffic flows around the village.  
 
Seven locations have been identified: 

• Long Lane between Newington and Berrycroft. 

• Saxon Way junction with High Street. 

• Bourney’s Manor Close junction with High Street. 

• Fen End between Earith Road and Church Lane. 

• Church Street junction with Church Lane. 

• Church Street near Willingham House. 

• Silver Street junction with Long Lane. 
 
All locations have issues where small improvements will help reduce risks to public safety 
 
Councillor Neil Harris – Highways representative 
 

POLICE & CRIME PREVENTION COORDINATOR UPDATE 

The Reforming of the Police Liaison Role 

In June of last year I submitted a proposal to the Council to reform the role of Police Liaison into the 

Police & Crime Prevention Coordinator. This was to demonstrate to parishioners that crime 

prevention is a topic we indeed take very seriously, it would be representative of the actual 

possibilities of the role beyond merely liaising with the Police and it has the potential to create 

lasting positive change in the community that could yield significant dividends in terms of reduced 

crime, increased education and awareness, better safety, improved quality of life, and enhanced 

community cohesion. 

South Cambs Policing Community Engagement Meetings 

I attended all of the quarterly South Cambs Policing Community Engagement meetings, and these 

have become increasingly better attended and helpful. The forum has enabled me to speak directly 

to decision makers in South Cambs Community Policing and raise issues that have been consistent 

problems for Willingham parishioners.  

In May of last year I raised concerns relating to dangerous driving, speeding, and joyriding along the 

Station Road coming from Longstanton Park & Ride and Northstowe. In addition to my comments, 

other comments from the County Councillor for Longstanton & Northstowe went a long way to 

demonstrating to the Police the strength of local feeling about this persistent issue. Since this 

meeting, the South Cambs Community Policing Team have made both Park & Ride monitoring and 

the Longstanton/Northstowe loop regular and consistent priorities to target.  

In December I informed the Police representatives that regular and consistent speeding were still 

being recorded by Speedwatch on Earith Road and as such I requested that speed checks take place 

along that stretch. Within a week we had a visit from officers who undertook such checks and also 



 
 

 
 

dropped into the Parish Council office to speak to the Clerk. I am very impressed at the 

responsiveness of the Policing team to concerns made and actions requested at these Community 

meetings which really do show the benefit they have.  

In more positive news, in almost every meeting during the previous twelve months the Police have 

been able to report a reduction (based on figures for the same time the previous year) in most areas 

of crime. However, this is reliant on reporting from residents which allows them to draw up patterns 

of offending and better use their resources. The Police continue to urge that people use reporting 

online when they need to.  

Community Survey – Need for Increased Engagement 

As stated in March, there had only been 11 responses to the community survey. Given the low 

response rate, there is a strong push to encourage more residents of Willingham to participate. The 

data collected through this survey is essential in helping the police determine community priorities 

and allocate resources effectively. The more responses received, the better-informed policing 

decisions will be for our area. I will continue to include this link in my report each month! 

Residents are strongly urged to complete the survey via the following link: 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=G53Fo_G4mUKdajmtj1cEIuNSj2t2XR9Ajs9uy

zmKHftUMDcwWTZZU0lONENSNk9PV1g2Tk9BR0c5SCQlQCN0PWcu&origin=lprLink 

Neighbourhood Policing Team 

The neighbourhood team visited Willingham Primary School on multiple occasions, most recently 

speaking to the children about how we help people in the communities stay safe. Early intervention, 

education and awareness is so important even at a really young age. 

The team continues to be responsive to concerns raised by Parish Councils - Reassurance patrols 

have taken place in Willingham and the surrounding villages when concerns have been raised.  

Surveillance of anti-social behaviour at various Park & Rides is ongoing with regular visits to 

Longstanton and others such as Milton. 

Rural Crime Action Team 

In the last six months, the Rural Crime Action Team have been very busy with Operation Caluna and 

the response to illegal hare coursing with arrests now reaching into the thirties. Despite that, they 

have been very active in the local area.  

The Pegasus Scheme  

A reminder about a scheme which makes it easier for anyone with a disability or illness to 

communicate with our officers.  

The Pegasus Scheme provides a PIN number to those who register which allows the officers to 

quickly access details and ensure they can communicate effectively in stressful situations. If you 

know someone who could benefit from the scheme, registration is free and can be done using a 

form at this link: https://www.cambs.police.uk/contact/af/contact-us/us/contact-us/sspegasus-sch 

eme/pegasus-scheme/ 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=G53Fo_G4mUKdajmtj1cEIuNSj2t2XR9Ajs9uyzmKHftUMDcwWTZZU0lONENSNk9PV1g2Tk9BR0c5SCQlQCN0PWcu&origin=lprLink
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=G53Fo_G4mUKdajmtj1cEIuNSj2t2XR9Ajs9uyzmKHftUMDcwWTZZU0lONENSNk9PV1g2Tk9BR0c5SCQlQCN0PWcu&origin=lprLink
https://www.cambs.police.uk/contact/af/contact-us/us/contact-us/sspegasus-sch
https://www.cambs.police.uk/contact/af/contact-us/us/contact-us/sspegasus-sch


 
 

 
 

A Reminder About Silent 999 

In March, Cambridgeshire Police received a silent 999 call. There were no words — just the sound of 

someone breathing. Rather than disconnecting, the operator stayed on the line, listening carefully. 

After several attempts to get a response, she calmly instructed the caller to press 55 if they needed 

help but could not speak. A quiet tap on the keypad confirmed their distress, and officers were 

immediately dispatched. 

This incident highlights a vital piece of knowledge: even if you are unable to speak, help is still within 

reach. In a dangerous situation, calling 999 and pressing 55 when prompted will alert police to your 

need for assistance. Knowing this simple action could make all the difference — and might just save 

a life. 

Councillor James Hutchcraft - Police & Crime Prevention Coordinator  

 

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2024 - 2025 

INCOME     As Budget stat 
Precept     £179,975 
Green & Boundaries    £290 
Leisure & Amenities    £0 
Halls      £12,546 
Cemetery     £2,381 
Establishments     £0 
Willingham Hub    £0 
Section 106     £83,447 
Interest Received    £4,599 
     ======== 

£283,238 
======== 

EXPENDITURE 
Green & Boundaries    £8,312 
Leisure & Amenities    £32,200 
Halls      £43,281 
Cemetery     £6,741 
Establishments     £41,434 
Salaries     £67,379 
Insurance     £4,040 
Willingham Hub    £19 
General reserves    £0 
Section 106     £11,285 
Section 137    £0 
Piper Lifeline     £2,167 
Donations     £17,823 
     ======== 

£234,681 
======== 
======== 

INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE   £48,557 
     ======== 



 
 

 
 

 

GRANTS AWARDED 2024 – 2025 

Grants have been awarded to the following groups during the last 12 months: 

 

BENEFICIARY AMOUNT 

Over Day Centre £3,000 

Willingham Youth Trust £7,416 

Community Roadwatch £200 

Bowls £1,400 

Willingham Community HUB £500 
 

Willingham Library £500 
 

WAG Hedge Laying £400 
 

Willingham Carers £100 
 

Willingham News £2,816 
 

 

SUBSIDISED FACILITY USE - 2024 – 2025 

The Council continues to provide free use of the Pavilion and Recreation Ground for the 

Youth Teams in the village as well as reduced charges for community and education groups 

using the Ploughman Hall. Local Groups also benefit from the reduced cost of using the 

Public Hall which was run by the Public Hall User Committee (until December 2024) and at 

present is mainly used by the Scout Group and the renovated section of the Ploughman Hall 

which was run by Willingham Youth Trust until February 2025.  

COMMUNITY LIFELINES 

The Parish Council pays for the provision of fourteen community lifeline monitors for 

residents who need them in the village. These lifelines are extremely valuable in helping to 

enable residents to remain independent and in their homes where possible. 

  



 
 

 
 

DEFIBRILLATORS 

The Parish Council continue to maintain and manage their three 

defibrillators located around the village.  The units are located at the 

following locations and access is given by the emergency services 

during a 999 call if needed. 

- the pavilion on West Fen Road 

- the library on Church Street 

- the telephone box on the Hight Street 

The units play a vital role in trying to prevent a loss of life and have been utilised on a 

number of occasions since they were installed. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL ASSETS 

Property and Land belonging to the Parish Council 
 
Ploughman Hall- West Fen Road, Willingham, Cambs, CB24 5LP 
Date Purchased:  Year 2000 
Purchase Price:  £239,304 
Unique Property Reference No:  10003188724 
Map reference: E544872  N245256 
Freehold 
 
The Ploughman Hall houses the Council office and the sports hall and the Youth facility. The sports 
hall is available for hire by both regular users and one-off bookings. Both the sports hall and youth 
facility side hall are available for hire. The Parish Office is open to the public Monday to Thursday 
10am to 1pm 
 
 
Sports Pavilion – West Fen Road, Willingham, Cambridgeshire CB24 5LP 
Date Purchased:  1972 
Purchase price: Not known 
Unique Property Reference No: 10033035727 
Map reference:  E540185  N270670 
Freehold 
 
The Sports pavilion is a facility provided by the Parish Council in conjunction with a grant awarded by 
the Sports Council for the use of local clubs and other users and consists of a small meeting room, 
kitchen and changing room facilities. 
 
  



 
 

 
 

The Old Recreation Ground/Community Orchard – Earith Road, Willingham, Cambs 
Date Purchased:  Not known 
Purchase price: Not known 
Unique Property Reference No: Not known 
Map reference: E540467  N: 271276 
Freehold 
 
The Old Recreation Ground is situated on Earith Road and was transformed into a community 
orchard in 2015 in conjunction with Willingham Action Group. 
 
 
The Recreation Ground – West Fen Road, Willingham, Cambs, CB24 5LP 
Dates Purchased: Dec 1997 
Purchase price: £26,271 
Unique Property Reference No: 10003197804 
Map reference:  E540136   N270691 
Freehold 
 
The Recreation Ground is situated behind the pavilion and the various sections of it were purchased 
between 1898 and 1997. The Recreation Ground contains several football pitches, cricket pitch and 
practice nets. The Recreation ground is available for hire by local groups and other users. 
 
Jubilee/QEII Field – West Fen Road, Willingham, Cambs, CB24 5LP 
Date Purchased:  Not known 
Purchase price: £15,000 
Unique Property Reference No:10091623511 
Map reference: E540187   N270782 
Freehold 
 
The QEII Field sits behind the Ploughman Hall and hosts a large play area which was significantly 
upgraded in 2015. The Field was registered with Fields in Trust in 2014. 
 
Meadow Road Site – Meadow Road, Willingham, Cambs 
Date Purchased: January 2015 
Purchase price: £50,000 
Unique Property Reference No:  100091654618 
Map reference:  E541884   N270840 
Leasehold 
 
The Parish Council purchased a 125-year lease in January 2015 for the site and it has been agreed to 
develop the site into a community woodland. 
 
The Cemetery – Church Lane, Willingham, Cambs 
Date Purchased: Not known 
Purchase price: Not known 
Unique Property Reference No:  100091611368 
Map reference:  E540354  N270612 
Freehold 
 
The Parish Council own and operate the cemetery in Church Lane which includes a War Memorial. 
 



 
 

 
 

The Pound – Pound Lane, Willingham, Cambs 
Date Purchased: Not known 
Purchase price: Not known 
Unique Property Reference No:  Not known 
Map reference:  E540172  N270603 
Freehold 
 
The Landing Ground – Bridge Farm, Earith Road, Willingham, Cambs 
Date Purchased: Not known 
Purchase Price: Not known 
Unique Property Reference No: 100091420856 (Bridge farm) 
Map reference:  E540633   N273279 
Freehold 
 
The Green – Green Street, Willingham, Cambs 
Date Purchased:  Not known 
Purchase Price: Not known 
Unique Property Reference No:   10090708791 
Map reference:  E540666  N270486 
Freehold 
 
The village Green is located on the junction of Green Street and Church Street. There is a village 
pump, and a village sign located on the Green. The Green is the location for the fair during Feast 
Week in October. 
 
Public Hall – The High Street, Willingham, Cambs 
Date Purchased: 1896 
Purchase Price: Donated 
Unique Property Reference No:  10003189029 
Map reference: E540237   N270406 
Freehold 
 
The Public Hall is owned by the Parish Council. It is currently predominantly used by the Scouts but is 
available to hire. 
 
Public Open Space Pyrethrum Way – Pyrethrum Way, Willingham, Cambs 
Date Purchased: Not known 
Purchase Price: Not known 
Unique Property Reference No: Not known 
Map reference:  E540617  N270120 
Freehold 
 
The Council adopted and maintains the public open space on Pyrethrum Way 
 
Long Pond – Rampton Road, Willingham 
Date Purchased: Not known 
Purchase Price: Not known 
Unique Property Reference no: Not Known 
Map reference:  E540874  N270081 
Freehold 
 



 
 

 
 

Barton’s Field – Black Pit Drove, Willingham 
Date Purchased:  Donated February 2021 
Purchase price:  Not applicable 
Unique property reference: 
Map reference: E540751  N269069 
Freehold 
 
The field was donated by a parishioner and is used as open public space for parishioners. It has a 
small, wooded area top and bottom and several fruit trees planted throughout the site. Pedestrian 
access only is via Black Pit Drove 
 

 

 

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT DETAILS 

Clerk: Mrs Mandy Powell 

Parish Council Office 
Ploughman Hall  
West Fen Road  
Willingham  
CB24 5LP   
Tel: 01954 261027    

email: clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 

website:  www.willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 

mailto:clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk/

