
WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Council Office, Ploughman Hall 

 West Fen Road, Willingham, Cambridge, CB24 5LP, Tel: 01954 261027 
Email: clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk Website: www.willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Willingham Parish Council held on Wednesday 5th March 
2025 7.30pm, in the Octagon, St Mary and All Saints Church, Church Street, Willingham 
Present:      
Councillors:  Barratt, Clark, Harris, Hutchcraft, L King, Law (Chair), Mansfield, McKee, Ramsden, Watson, Wilkinson 
Parishioners: Two                                 Clerk:  Mandy Powell           

        Deputy Clerk (Minute taker): Amy Rudderham                                                                                                                                                           

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
33/25     Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and ratified from Councillors L King and Councillor Moore due to being unwell and 
Councillor Todd due to a personal Commitment.   
 
Apologies were received and noted from District Councillor Handley and County Councillor Gough.   
 
To consider request for long term apologies from Councillor Moore 
Councillor Moore requested the council approve six months apologies in advance due to his current ill health. 
Councillor Law proposed the Council agree the apologies to be reviewed at the September 2025 meeting, 
seconded by Councillor Harris and resolved unanimously. 
 
34/25     Declarations of interest 
41/25 – Councillor McKee declared a non-pecuniary interest in the item as a member of the Bowls Club.  
40/25 – Councillor Mansfield declared a non-pecuniary interest in the item as a member of the Church.  
 
35/25    Public forum (maximum 3 minutes per person, with an overall limit of 15 minutes) All parishioners 
wishing to speak, must make their name known to the Clerk prior to the commencement of the meeting. 
Maximum of five people to speak. Large groups must decide on a spokesperson representative. (Please see 
important note above) 
A resident addressed the Council expressing their interest to run a small holding teaching people to grow food. 
It was confirmed that they were in talks with Willingham Action Group (WAG), the gardening club and the 
allotment group in order to make this successful. Councillor Law thanked the resident for attending the 
meeting and expressed the plans they had sounded admirable. Councillor Law also confirmed the Council 
would support the plans in any way they could. It was explained to the resident that any planning queries or 
questions would need to be addressed to South Cambridgeshire District Council. Councillor McKee confirmed 
there were other members of the community who may be interested in assisting with the project.  
 
Another resident attended the meeting as a representative of WAG. They confirmed they had lots of events 
coming up:- 

• Repair Café to be held on 13th April  
• Easter Egg Hunt in the Community Orchard on 21st April  
• Village Fete following the Fen Gallop  
• Possible picnic on The Green  

Councillor Harris questioned whether there were any plans for VE Day. The resident confirmed the Church 
were planning events for VE Day which WAG would support them in.  
 
36/25    To receive and approve minutes from the Council meeting held on the 5th February 2025. 
Councillor Barratt proposed the minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting. This was seconded by 
Councillor Harris and resolved unanimously.  

Action: Clerk 
 
37/25    To deal with matters arising from the meeting on the 5th February not covered elsewhere on the 
agenda. 
None raised.  
 
38/25   To receive and consider County Council report and any other reports and communications not 
covered elsewhere on this agenda including:  
No report received. 
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Councillor Harris raised that there had been information of some funds allocated for road repairs and Earith 
Road had been selected, starting from George Street. Councillor Harris would like to find out if this could be 
altered and perhaps applied to local roads that were in a worse state, such as Church Street.  
 
Councillor Ramsden confirmed the white lining on the Cycle Path had faded and was no longer clearly visible. 
The Clerk confirmed that the Compliance Administrator would raise this at the next Highways meeting.  

Action: Compliance Administrator 
Councillor Law read aloud an update which had been received on the Village sign. The matter was progressing, 
but no dates were confirmed as yet.  
 
39/25   To receive and consider District Council reports and any other reports and communications not 
covered elsewhere on this agenda, including: 
Report previously circulated and tabled. 
 
40/25   Chair’s report including:  
To receive correspondence regarding lithium-ion batteries and consider any response/actions. 
Correspondence had been received requesting support for safety measures to be implemented nationally 
regarding lithium-ion batteries. Councillor Law proposed the Council support the campaign. This was seconded 
by Councillor Wilkinson and resolved unanimously.  
 
Councillor Harris confirmed he would look into the safety charging bags for the batteries used by the 
Speedwatch group.  

Action: Councillor Harris 
 

Community Chest Applications 
Both WAG and the Church were applying for Community Chest grants and requested that the Council offer 
their support in principle. Councillor Law proposed the Council support the applications, seconded by 
Councillor Harris and resolved with nine votes in favour and two abstentions.  

Action: Clerk 
Council Vacancy 
South Cambridgeshire District Council had confirmed that no election had been called following the notice of 
vacancy and the Council could now co-opt the position. It was agreed the closing date for applications should 
be the end of 27 May.  
 
Councillor Law also confirmed to the Council correspondence had been received regarding a memorial bench 
or tree for Polly Fawcitt in the Cemetery. It was agreed there was no spare room in the Cemetery, however the 
Community Orchard or Meadow Road could be suggested as alternative locations. The Clerk was asked to form 
a response alongside Councillor Mansfield, to reply to the request.  
                          Action: Clerk 

 
41/25   To receive from the following Committees: reports from lead councillors, note any delegated 
decisions taken, and make any recommendations. 
 
F&GP Committee – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To consider approval of draft minutes from the meeting on the 11th February 2025. 
Councillor Watson proposed the minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting, seconded by Councillor 
L King, and resolved with four votes in favour and seven abstentions due to not being present at the meeting.  

Action: Clerk 
 
To consider recommendations made by the F&GP committee at the above meeting including, risk 
assessments, policies, asset register, fees, and committee responsibilities. 
The recommendations had been previously circulated to the Council. Councillor Law proposed the 
recommendations be accepted. This was seconded by Councillor Hutchcraft and resolved unanimously.  

Action: Clerk 
 
To consider proposal for new finance package for use by the Finance Officer. 
The Clerk had researched sector specific finance packages and had presented the Council with a report 
detailing the various options. Councillor Hutchcraft proposed the Council purchase the Scribe package 
including the payroll option totalling approximately £112 per month. Seconded by Councillor Ramsden and 
resolved unanimously. 

Action: Clerk 
Planning Committee – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive draft minutes from the meeting held on the 12th February 2025 and consider any actions. 
Previously circulated and noted. 



 
To consider planning committee recommendation regarding potential S106 allocation for planning application 
on Haden Way. 
Councillor Harris proposed the Council put forward the recommendations as listed in the planning minutes of 
the 12th February 2025. Seconded by Councillor Mansfield and resolved unanimously. 

Action: Clerk 
 
To receive correspondence with regards to reapplying for asset of community value status for the Duke of 
Wellington pub and consider any actions. 
South Cambridgeshire District Council confirmed that the property had been sold, and the community value 
status lifted, and the Council were asked if they wished to reapply for the status again. 
Councillor Harris proposed the Asset of Community Value status be re-applied for by the Council. This was 
seconded by Councillor Ramsden and resolved unanimously.  

Action: Clerk 
  

HALLS – Updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive updates regarding the Ploughman Hall and Public Hall and consider any actions. 
Councillor Clark confirmed there was no update to provide.  
 
Cemetery – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
Councillor Mansfield confirmed she was waiting to hear from the Grass Cutting Contractor regarding the 
neatening of the paths.  
 
Green & Boundaries – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
Councillor Watson confirmed WAG had organised a meeting at the Village Green on Sunday for volunteers to 
walk round the village to look for suitable bulb planting sites.  
 
Leisure & Amenities – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive an update on new land opportunities and consider any actions. 
The Clerk confirmed that as requested at the last Council meeting a further letter had been sent to the Charity. 
It had been received and would be passed to the trustees at their next meeting. 
 
To receive an update on the MUGA and consider any proposals and actions. 
Councillor L King summarised the new plans for the MUGA and a plan showing compensation areas had been 
tabled. Councillor L King confirmed the plans demonstrated the one MUGA Court, new compensation areas 
and noted there was no Padel Court.  
Councillor L King proposed the Council accept the updated plan, this was seconded by Councillor Clark and 
resolved unanimously.  

Action: Clerk 
 
Councillor Law expressed his thanks and gratitude on behalf of the Council to Councillor L King for all her hard 
work on the matter.  
 
To receive an update regarding the Bowls Club and consider any actions. 
Nothing had been received to date.  
 
To receive an update regarding pavilion storage and consider any actions. 
Councillor L King confirmed the Wolves had suggested that one of the changing rooms at the side which were 
not in use, could be changed into storage. After some discussion it was agreed that Councillors L King, Clark, 
and Harris would meet with the Wolves to discuss the idea further.  

Action: Councillors L King/Clark/Harris 
 
42/25 To receive and ratify monthly accounts for payment. 
Items paid by bank payments: 
Salaries   February    Salaries   £4611.39 
HMRC   February    PAYE   £  902.58 
Nest   Pension    Salaries   £  227.48 
Play Inspections   Operational Inspection   L & A    £  480.00 
B Wake    Hall Hire Deposit Refund   Halls    £  100.00 
E L Wake   Hall Hire Deposit Refund   Halls    £  100.00 
A Manning   Hall Hire Deposit Refund   Halls    £  100.00  
RPM    QE11 Rope Repairs   L & A    £1230.00 
Needingworth PC  Shared Travel Expense   Est    £    40.73 
SLCC    A Rudderham Membership Est    £   240.00 



DoyenLand  Valuations for Registrations  Est   £4140.00 
Items paid by direct debit/standing order: 
British Gas  Ploughman Electric  Halls   £2269.43 
British Gas  Pavilion Electric   L & A   £    77.52 
British Gas  Pavilion gas Feb   L & A   £    32.58 
British gas  Public hall electric  Halls   £    84.85 
British gas  Green     G & B   £    33.93 
BT   Phones    Est   £  112.50 
Items paid by charge card 
Amazon   Stationery   Est   £    63.72 
Kaspersky   Laptop Protection  Est   £    20.99 
Amazon    Handsoap and Bulb   Halls   £    54.16 
Post Office   Stamps     Est   £    39.60 
Amazon   Stationery    Est   £    45.91  
Items to be paid by bank transfer: 
Cromwell Frie   Fire Alarm Service   Halls    £  183.60 
Cromwell Fire   Change of Fire Extinguishers Halls    £  239.23 
Cambs Acre   12 Month Membership  Est    £    86.40 
Will PCC   Hire of Octagon    Est    £    45.00 
CBE Limited   Replacement Light Fittings  Halls    £    72.00 
Suds & Bubbles  Cleaning Ploughman  Halls   £  560.00 
Suds & Bubbles  Cleaning Pavilion   L & A   £  241.00 
Suds & Bubbles  Cleaning Office   Est   £    40.00 
Suds & Bubbles  Cleaning Public Hall   Halls    £  200.00 
Sanctuary   Monthly Payment   Est    £  221.35 
O S Gawthroup  Kissing Gate   L & A   £3360.00 
 
Councillor Harris proposed the accounts be accepted as listed, seconded by Councillor Watson, and resolved 
unanimously.  

Action: Clerk/RFO 
 

43/25  Police update including: 
Councillor Hutchcraft provided an update for Councillors.   
 
Councillor Hutchcraft confirmed the South Cambridgeshire community policing team had made two separate 
visits to Willingham recently, with regards to Anti-Social behaviour.  Councillor Hutchcraft reported these visits 
would continue.   
 
Councillor Hutchcraft also encouraged all Councillors to complete a survey, which he would circulate, 
regarding police matters in the community.   
 
It was reported that the office had attended a drop-in session with the local officer to raise some of the 
concerns recently affecting the village, including abandoned vehicles and antisocial behaviour. Willingham’s 
Local Police Officer had suggested a Coffee with a Cop to be held in Willingham on 21st March 2025. The 
Council confirmed they would be keen to accommodate this and requested the Clerk liaise with the Officer.  

Action: Clerk 
 
44/25  To receive an update on HCVs and traffic/Highways issues and ratify any actions including: 
Councillor Harris confirmed there remained some Section 106 monies from Northstowe allocated to traffic 
calming. He was exploring the possibility of priority give way on Earith Road. Councillor Harris would report to 
the Council when he had further information.  
 
45/25   Environment and Sustainability update including:  
Councillor McKee confirmed the Pink Bin would be available in Willingham again in May. This would be 
advertised when more information was available.  
 
46/25   Items for future meetings 
Storage at the Pavilion  
Asset of Community Value  
Neighbourhood Plan 
 
47/25   Date of next meeting 
2nd April 2025 



Meeting closed at 20:51.  
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