
WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Council Office, Ploughman Hall 

 West Fen Road, Willingham 
Cambridge, CB24 5LP, Tel: 01954 261027 

Email: clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk Website: www.willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Willingham Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 5th February 2025 at 7.30pm, in the Octagon, St Mary and All 

Saints Church, Church Street, Willingham 
 
Present:      
Councillors:  Barratt, Clark, Harris, Hutchcraft, L King, Law (Chair), Mansfield, McKee, Ramsden, Watson, Wilkinson 
District Councillor:  Handley 
Parishioners:   Three                                   Clerk:  Mandy Powell                                                                                                                                                                   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
17/25     Apologies for absence 
Apologies were noted for Councillor P King as agreed under item 169/24.  
Apologies were received and ratified for Councillor Todd due to personal commitments and Councillor Moore 
due to being unwell.  
Apologies were also received and noted from County Councillor Gough.  
 
18/25     Declarations of interest 
The Deputy Clerk declared an interest under items 25/25 (F&GP) as her husband was the handyperson 
contractor in question and item and 27/25 as her husband was one of the payees. 
 
Councillor McKee declared an interest under item 25/25 due to being a member of the bowls club.  
 
19/25     Public forum (maximum 3 minutes per person, with an overall limit of 15 minutes) All parishioners 
wishing to speak, must make their name known to the Clerk prior to the commencement of the meeting. 
Maximum of five people to speak. Large groups must decide on a spokesperson representative. (Please see 
important note above) 
A resident addressed the Council as the new Chair of Willingham Wolves. The previous Chair of the Wolves had 
now stepped down. The new Chair was keen for a continued positive relationship between the club and the 
Parish Council. Due to the issues with the recreation ground, 30% of games were currently being played 
outside of the village in Northstowe.  

The resident also raised a query with regards to the Combined Charity’s decision not to allow their parcel of 
land for recreational purposes.  

Due to the nature of the queries raised, item 25/25 “To receive an update on new land opportunities and ratify 
any actions” was taken here.  

A letter had been received from the Combined Charity confirming that they did not wish to lease or sell any of 
their land. 
 
Councillor Law confirmed the Council were very aware of the drainage issues with the recreation ground and it 
had investigated many options including drainage, raising the land, silting the lode and consideration of 
purchasing neighbouring areas of land.  

Councillor Law explained that himself and Councillor Harris were the Parish Council appointees to Willingham 
Combined Charity. However, because of the conflict of interest, they were not present at the meeting when 
the decision was made regarding the land.  

Councillor L King expressed that it was the Charity’s decision as it was their land. However, Councillor L King 
was disappointed that more discussion was not involved in the decision making, as many of the concerns could 
have been addressed.  
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After some discussion it was agreed that Councillor L King and the Clerk would write a letter to Willingham 
Combined Charity regarding the matter.  

Action: Councillor L King/Clerk  

20/25    To receive and ratify minutes from the Council meeting held on the 8th January 2025. 
Councillor Ramsden proposed the Minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting, seconded by 
Councillor Wilkinson, and resolved with ten votes in favour and one abstention due to not being present at the 
meeting.  

Action: Clerk 
 
21/25    To deal with matters arising from the meeting on the 8th January not covered elsewhere on the 
agenda. 
None raised.  
 
22/25   To receive and consider County Council report and any other reports and communications not 
covered elsewhere on this agenda including:  
Councillor Gough’s report had been previously circulated and tabled. No questions were raised by the Council.  

 
23/25   To receive and consider District Council reports and any other reports and communications not 
covered elsewhere on this agenda, including: 
Councillor Handley’s report had been previously circulated and tabled. Councillor Handley reiterated that the 
matter of the village sign was still ongoing, and he hoped to be able to provide a more positive update in the 
near future.  

 
24/25   Chair’s report including:  
Councillor Law informed the Council that Councillor Smith had resigned with immediate effect. Councillor Law 
thanked Councillor Smith for his contributions to the Council. Councillor Law confirmed the Clerk had 
published the relevant Notice.  
 
Councillor Law also provided an update to the Council and explained the Wayleave Agreement with City Fibre 
had been signed and the pothole work had been completed.  
 
To Receive correspondence from the Community Warden Scheme regarding price increases and consider any 
actions. 
Correspondence had been previously circulated and noted. The scheme would be increasing its fees in April 
and again in October. The Council expressed their concern regarding the increase in fees.  
 
To receive thanks from the Community Hub group for the recent grant approval. 
Councillor Law passed on thanks received from the HUB for the grant of £500 recently approved by the 
Council. 

 
25/25  To receive from the following Committees: reports from lead councillors, note any delegated 
decisions taken, and make any recommendations. 
 
F&GP Committee – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive notification of the Deputy Clerk passing CiLCA and to ratify new pay scale. 
Councillor Law confirmed that the Deputy Clerk had passed her CiLCA qualification and in line with the 
specification for the role, proposed that the Council increase her payscale by one point with effect from the 1st 
February 2025. This was seconded by Councillor Harris and resolved unanimously.  

Action: RFO 
 

To consider a regular handyperson contractor for the office staff to use. 
The Clerk requested that the Council appoint a new contractor to carry out small works placed by the office. 
She requested that the Council appoint Mr B Rudderham who had completed some jobs for the Council 
previously and seemed competent for the role. Councillor Law proposed the Council appoint Mr Rudderham, 
seconded by Councillor Mansfield and resolved unanimously.  

Action: Clerk 
 
To receive an update on flooding in the village and consider any actions.  
Councillor Law provided an update on the recent flooding meetings. The information was also tabled.  
 



Councillor Law expressed his gratitude to the resident expert who had attended all meetings and had carried 
out, and continued to do so, a considerable amount of work on the Council’s behalf. Councillor Law expressed 
the resident’s knowledge was invaluable.  
 
Planning Committee – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive information regarding S106 allocation for a potential planning application on Haden Way and 
consider any actions/response. 
It was agreed that this item should be added to the next Planning Agenda and a proposal provided for the next 
Full Council Meeting.  

Action: Deputy Clerk 
 
To receive draft minutes from the meetings held on the 27th January 2025 and consider any actions.  
Previously circulated and noted. 
 
HALLS – Updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive an update/proposal regarding the future works for the public hall and the potential purchase of the 
Salvation Army Hall and ratify any actions. 
This item was taken after item 30/25 (all public had left the meeting by this point) 
Following some discussion by Councillors and consideration of the reports provided previously to the Council, 
Councillor Law proposed the Council stop renting out the Public Hall as soon as an alternative provision had 
been obtained for current users and dispose of the Public Hall. This was seconded by Councillor Hutchcraft and 
resolved with nine votes in favour and two against.  
 
Councillor Law proposed the Council withdraw their interest in purchasing the Salvation Army Hall and as the 
Scouts had confirmed they have funding in place, allow them to purchase the property instead. This was 
seconded by Councillor Hutchcraft and resolved with ten votes in favour and one abstention.  
 
The Council requested the Clerk contact the Salvation Army Hall owner and the Scouts representative to make 
them aware.  

Action: Clerk 
 
Councillor Law expressed his thanks to the owner of the Salvation Army Hall for allowing the Council time to 
investigate the matter and consider their position.  
 
To receive any other updates regarding the Ploughman Hall and Public Hall and consider any actions. 
Nothing further to report. 

 
Cemetery – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
Councillor Mansfield confirmed the works to clear the pathways had not yet been carried out and asked the 
Clerk to chase for an update.  

Action: Clerk 
 
Green & Boundaries – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
Councillor Watson confirmed that himself, Councillor L King, and Councillor McKee had attended a meeting at 
the Meadow Road site with Cambridgeshire Acre. Cambridgeshire Acre agreed that they would re-shape the 
pond area and dig it out further. Councillor Watson confirmed this work would be carried out at the expense 
of Cambridgeshire Acre.  
 
To receive an update regarding the hedge chippings at the orchard and consider any actions/ratify any         
quotations received. 
WAG confirmed that they would like to burn the trimmings at the orchard. Following some research by the 
office it was pointed out that the Council would need to apply for a D7 exemption prior to any work taking 
place. Councillor McKee proposed the Council allow WAG to burn the waste once a D7 exemption had been 
obtained and the appropriate risk assessment had been put in place. This was seconded by Councillor L King 
and resolved with ten votes in favour and one vote against.  

Action: Clerk  
 
To receive an update on the Carols on the Green and consider any action. 
Councillor Clark expressed his thanks to WAG for their assistance with the event. Councillor Clark also thanked 
the Compliance Officer for all her hard work in completing the Risk Assessment for the event.  
 
Leisure & Amenities – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive an update on new land opportunities and ratify any actions. 
This item was taken under 19/25.  



 
To receive an update on the MUGA and ratify any proposals and actions. 
Councillor L King confirmed the matter was ongoing and requested the office chase the Planning department.  

Action: Clerk 
To receive an update regarding the Bowls Club fencing and ratify any actions. 
Councillor L King confirmed this matter was ongoing.  
 
26/25  To ratify quarterly budget statement. 
This had been previously circulated to Council. Councillor Watson proposed the Council approve the quarterly 
budget statement, seconded by Councillor Ramsden and resolved unanimously.  

Action: RFO 
 
27/25  To receive and ratify monthly accounts for payment. 
Paid Items 
Salaries   January      Salaries   £4363.05 
Salaries   January    Paye   £  717.47 
Salaries   January    Pension   £  193.69 
Andrew Deptford  Difib Pads   Est   £  146.34 
Andrew Deptford  Defib fabs   Est   £  170.34 
Ivett & Reed  Dismantle memorials  Cemetery  £1824.00 
Atlas Tree Surgery Clearing willow Rec ground L & A   £  108.00 
Atlas Tree Surgery Pruning rowan   G & B   £    84.00 
CBE Ltd   Install 3kw heater Public hall Halls   £  464.76 
A Rudderham  CiLCA Resubmission  Establishment  £    25.00 
ACA Heating Plumb Supply & Fit e basins  Halls   £  538.82 
Willingham Hub  Donation   Donations  £  500.00 
A Manning  Deposit Halls   Halls   £  100.50 
E Ryder   Deposit halls   Halls   £  100.00 
K George  Deposit halls   Halls   £  100.00 
RES_PROP  Survey Salvation Army Hall Est   £2130.00 
To be paid 
Suds & Bubbles  Cleaning Pavilion   L & A   £  281.00 
Suds & Bubbles  Cleaning Halls   Halls   £  520.00 
Suds & Bubbles  Cleaning Office   Est   £    40.00 
Suds & Bubbles  Cleaning Public Hall  Halls   £  200.00 
ACA Heating  Boiler service   L & A   £    96.00 
Camb Acre  Membership   Est   £    86.40 
O S Gawthroup  Cleaning shrubs/gate/trees G & B   £2760.00 
Willingham PCC  Hall Hire    Est   £    45.00 
Konica Minolta  Photocopier   Est   £  122.83 
Konica Minolta   Photocopier    Est     £  214.69 
B Rudderham  Maintenance jobs   Est    £    70.00 
 
Councillor Harris raised a concern of the amount on the A Manning deposit refund. Subject to this query 
Councillor Harris proposed the accounts be accepted as listed, seconded by Councillor L King, and resolved 
unanimously.  
 
28/25  Police update including: 
Councillor Hutchcraft summarised the PCC Precept report and confirmed that the police and crime panel were 
due to meet to discuss the potential 4.9% policing precept increase. If approved this would equate to a £13.95 
per annum increase for a band D property. 
 
Councillor Hutchcraft had provided a report which had been circulated to Council.  
 
29/25  To receive an update on HCVs and traffic/Highways issues and ratify any actions including: 
To receive an update regarding the proposed temporary road closure of Over Road in February 2025 and  
 consider any actions. 
The Clerk confirmed that the works due at the start of February had been moved back to the start of March so 
that they could be carried out at the same time as the drainage works on Over Road. The closure would be for 
a bit longer than the original closure, but it would mean it was only closed once. 
 
Councillor Harris advised he was awaiting confirmation of the 20MPH zone implementation date. It was 
anticipated to be prior to the end of March, but he would update the Council as soon as he knew more.  
 



 
30/25   Environment and Sustainability update including:  
Nothing to report.  
 
Item 25/25 HALLS was taken here.  
 
31/25   Items for future meetings. 
Duke of Wellington  
Section 106 Monies  
Land Opportunities  
 
32/25   Date of next meeting:   
5th March 2025 
 
Meeting closed at 20:55.  
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