
Flooding Latest 

Multi Agency Group (MAG) 2025-01-23 
Adoption by Anglian Water (AW) of the Pumping Station on Pyrethrum Way is under way. It will 
have a transfer fee of ~£500 but then will no longer be our responsibility. 

Primary School surface drainage works following closure still not proceeding because of some 
lawyerly obstruction between AW and contractors. February half-term now looking unlikely. 

AW are pushing for more influence on planning applications. 

Ian Sollem MP 2025-01-27 
This was a good meeting with many stakeholders attending, although the MAG which now take 
place (started after the MP meeting was first requested) did make it slightly redundant. Still, 
good that the MP is now fully aware of matters. 

AW raising objections based on sewerage capacity on all applications, but still only advisory. 
They can now dictate connection points. 

Developers may build self-contained facilities – “packaged plants” - if there is insufficient 
capacity or no suitable connection point. 

Because of the high water table, many sewers are themselves under water. They are not 
designed to be waterproof, so ground water infiltration is inevitable. 

Also, surface water connection to foul water drainage was allowed until the 70s – 
“misconnected surface water”. There are no records to show when this has occurred and only 
an expensive test with dyes can reveal the truth. A single misconnection is 100 times more flow 
than actual foul water. 

Environment Agency had investigated The Lode and say it discharges downstream of Willinghan 
and so is not a contribution to flooding. Also, desilting is not a priority. EA are paid by results and 
the only result that counts is no flooding of property. 

I would like to thank Roger Mason for his contributions, assistance and attendance at these 
meetings. 
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