
 

 

WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Council Office, Ploughman Hall, West Fen Road, Willingham 

Cambridge, CB24 5LP, Tel: 01954 261027 
Email: clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk Website: www.willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Willingham Parish Council held on Wednesday 8th 

January 2025 7.30pm, in the Octagon, St Mary and All Saints Church, Church Street, 

Willingham 
 

Present:      
Councillors:   Barratt, Clark, Harris, Hutchcraft, Law (Chair), Mansfield, McKee, Ramsden, Todd, Watson, 

Wilkinson 
County Councillor:  Gough 
District Councillor:  Handley 
Parishioners:  Three                   Clerk: Mandy Powell 
Guests:    Stephen Kelly and Toby Williams             Deputy Clerk: Amy Rudderham 

01/25     Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors L King and Smith due to personal commitments, Councillor Moore 
due to being unwell and Councillor P King as previously agreed under item 169/24 
 
02/25     Declarations of interest 
10/25  Councillor McKee declared a non-pecuniary interest under this item as a member of the Bowls Club.  
 
03/25     To receive a presentation from Stephen Kelly, head of South Cambridgeshire District Council Planning 
Department. 
Stephen Kelly and Toby Williams attended the meeting to provide a presentation and answered questions from the Council 

on the Planning process. The Gypsy and Traveller application process formed part of this presentation.  

The Planning Committee had provided Stephen with some questions, prior to the meeting, which they wanted addressed. 

The questions covered both the general planning process and some specific individual applications.  

Stephen and Toby provided some background information in relation to applications received from both the settled 

community and the Gypsy and Traveller community. It was confirmed that in the case of Gypsy and Traveller planning 

applications, the National Planning Policy Framework categorically states that if raised, personal circumstances relating to 

education and health must be taken into account. However, this was not generally the case for applications received from 

the settled community. 

With regards to a recent Gypsy and Traveller community application, Stephen Kelly stated that upon reflection it had 

probably been the wrong decision for this particular application not to go to Committee for consideration, as requested by 

the Parish Council.  

Stephen confirmed that an assessment had been conducted for the number of Traveller pitches required over the next five 

years. The assessment had found that three hundred and fifty pitches are required, with three hundred and nine pitches 

currently authorised. This had led to the need to find an additional forty one pitches, over the next five years.  

Stephen and Toby were able to explain that householder applications eighteen months ago, were on average taking twelve 

weeks for a decision to be reached. Just before Christmas, this had been reduced to six to eight, which was considered a 

great improvement.  

Regarding planning conditions applied to approvals, Toby confirmed that it was difficult for the authority to monitor these. 

Breaches of conditions were usually triggered from reports by members of the public. The Parish Council asked whether 

there was any way to monitor conditions which had been set, using the online portal. Stephen accepted that this would be 

a good resource but unfortunately, this wasn’t something the portal could accommodate easily at the moment.    

With regards to Enforcement Notices, it was explained that these would only become a legal offence when there was non-

compliance to the Notice. Prosecution can be sought, but this was a lengthy process.  
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A lengthy discussion took place between Councillors, Stephen and Toby surrounding the planning process.  

Toby expressed that he and his team would be willing to meet with Councillors and walk round the village and visit any 

areas which were causing concern, so that issues could be viewed from the ground. The Parish Council were grateful for the 

offer and keen to accept this over the coming months.  

Stephen and Toby left the meeting at 20.32.   

04/25    Public forum (maximum 3 minutes per person, with an overall limit of 15 minutes) All parishioners wishing to 
speak, must make their name known to the Clerk prior to the commencement of the meeting. Maximum of five people 
to speak. Large groups must decide on a spokesperson representative. (Please see important note above) 
 
A resident addressed the Council regarding the state of the path near One Stop and the gulleys near the Village Green. It 
was noted by the Council that the resident had raised these concerns before, and the Council had passed them on to the 
relevant authorities.  
 
Councillor Gough expressed that it was essential for any matters of concern to be reported via the online portal and these 
issues could also be raised at the quarterly Highways meetings.  
 
The Clerk requested the resident forward their photographs of the areas of concern to the Office and these would then be 
raised at the next Highways meeting on 16th January.  
 
The resident also questioned where bus timetables could be obtained for the new 5A bus service. It was confirmed by the 
Clerk that copies are available from the Parish Council Office, the Library, and the Post Office.  

Action: Clerk  
 
05/25    To receive and ratify minutes from the Council meeting held on the 4th December 2024. 
Councillor Hutchcraft proposed the minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting. This was seconded by Councillor 
Clark and resolved with ten votes in favour and one abstention due to not being present at the meeting.  

Action: Clerk 
 
06/25    To deal with matters arising from the meeting on the 4th December not covered elsewhere on the agenda. 
Councillor Wilkinson provided an update to the Council of his attendance at the Over Day Centre AGM on 7th January 2025.  
 
Councillor Wilkinson explained they had had a reasonable financial year, but funding was still an issue.  Over Day Centre had 
asked whether the Council would be willing to increase its donation. The Clerk confirmed the budget for the 25/26 Financial 
Year had already been completed but this is something the Council could consider for the following financial year.  
 
Councillor Wilkinson confirmed advertising for the Centre would be beneficial to them. The Clerk confirmed the Council had 
offered in the past to post adverts on the noticeboard and the website etc, but to date the offer had not been taken up. 
Councillor Wilkinson raised the Willingham News magazine as an option and questioned the cost of this. The Clerk was 
asked to contact the Willingham News team to find out the cost involved for the Day Centre.  

Action: Clerk 
 
07/25   To receive and consider County Council report and any other reports and communications not covered elsewhere 
on this agenda including:  
Councillor Gough had provided a report to the Council which had been previously circulated and tabled.  
 
Councillor Gough raised the Over Road closure with the Council. He confirmed he had spoken to Streetworks and due to the 
works needed to be carried out, it was likely a closure would be needed. However, the officer did not think the closure 
would need to be for as long as advertised. Highways were due to meet with the developer later in the week and Councillor 
Gough confirmed as soon as he received some more information on the matter, he would forward this to the Clerk.  

Action: Councillor Gough 
 

Councillor Ramsden raised the question of the drains being jetted. The Clerk requested Councillor Ramsden send pictures 
showing the location of the drains in question and these would be raised at the meeting on 16th January 2025.  

Action: Councillor Ramsden/Clerk 
Councillor Watson raised the issue of the potholes at the entrance to the Orchard. Councillor Gough confirmed the process 
for planings had now been reviewed, but again this was something that could be raised on 16th January 2025.  

Action: Clerk  



 

 

 
08/25   To receive and consider District Council reports and any other reports and communications not covered 
elsewhere on this agenda, including: 
Councillor Handley summarised the report which had been previously circulated. 
 
Councillor Handley confirmed he had raised the resident’s concerns regarding the drains, last month. Councillor Handley 
agreed to include a reminder on how things could be reported by the public in his next report. The Clerk confirmed this 
would then be added to the Council’s Willingham News article and posted on the website.  

Action: Councillor Handley/Clerk 
 
Councillor Hutchcraft expressed his disappointment in the District Council’s response to the Fen Reservoir consultation. 
Councillor Hutchcraft questioned who he could contact at the District Council regarding this issue in order to work closer 
with them in the future. Councillor Handley confirmed he did not know off-hand, but he would find out and let Councillor 
Hutchcraft know.  

Action: Councillor Handley 
 
09/25   Chair’s report including:  
Nothing reported.  
 
10/25   To receive from the following Committees: reports from lead councillors, note any delegated decisions taken, and 
make any recommendations. 
 
F&GP Committee – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To ratify minutes of the Finance and General Purpose (F&GP) meeting held on the 17th December 2024 
Councillor Mansfield Proposed the minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting. This was seconded by Councillor 
Watson and resolved with three votes in favour and eight abstentions due to not being present at the meeting.  

Action: Clerk 
 
To ratify the budget requests recommended at the F&GP meeting held on the 17h December 2024 
Councillor Law proposed the budget requests be approved. This was seconded by Councillor Watson and resolved 
unanimously.  
 
F&GP:  177,414  159,398 
Cemetery: 20,088  7,647 
G&B:  15,500  12,589 
L&A:  31,208  1,572 
Halls:  21,850  9,228 

Action: Clerk/RFO 
 
To ratify the precept demand recommended at the F&GP meeting held on the 17th December 2024 
Councillor Law proposed the precept demand be approved. This was seconded by Councillor Todd and resolved 
unanimously.  
 
Precept demand:  £190,434 

Action: Clerk/RFO 
 
To ratify a grant request from the Octagon Community Hub 
Councillor Hutchcraft proposed the Council approve the grant request of five hundred pounds to the Octagon Community 
Hub. This was seconded by Councillor Todd and resolved unanimously.  

Action: Clerk/RFO 
 
To receive an update on flooding in the village and consider any actions.  
Councillor Law confirmed the meeting with Ian Sollom MP, Anglian Water and South Cambridgeshire District Council was to 
be held on 27th January, via zoom. Councillor Law confirmed himself, Councillor P King and the local expert volunteers 
would be attending the meeting.  
 
Planning Committee – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive draft minutes from the meetings held on the 10th December 2024 and consider any actions.  
Previously circulated and noted.  
 
Councillor Todd confirmed the presentation from Stephen Kelly and Toby Williams was very informative.  



 

 

 
HALLS – Updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive an update/proposal regarding the future works for the public hall and the potential purchase of the Salvation 
Army Hall and ratify any actions. 
Councillor Clark provided a report which had been circulated to the Council.  
 
Councillor Clark confirmed the Scouts had given a general acceptance of the Salvation Army Hall and the Office were in the 
process of arranging for a survey to be carried out.  
 
Councillor Clark explained the storage room at the Ploughman Hall was complete and he had moved some items around.  
 
 
 
To receive any other updates regarding the Ploughman Hall and Public Hall and consider any actions. 
Nothing raised.  
 
Cemetery – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
Councillor Mansfield confirmed she was in the process of obtaining quotations for the pathway to be re-done.  
 
Green & Boundaries – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive an update regarding the hedge chippings at the orchard and consider any actions/ratify any quotations received. 
Councillor Watson proposed the Council request WAG remove the excess branches left on the outside of the Orchard so 
that the area was returned to the same state as before the hedge laying was undertaken. This was seconded by Councillor 
McKee and resolved with ten votes in favour and one abstention.  

Action: Clerk 
 
Leisure & Amenities – updates and actions to be taken, including: 
To receive an update on new land opportunities and ratify any actions. 
Councillor Law confirmed this matter was still ongoing and the Council were waiting to hear from Willingham Charity.  
 
To receive an update on the MUGA and ratify any proposals and actions. 
Councillor Clark confirmed the matter was ongoing.  
 
To receive an update regarding the Bowls Club fencing and ratify any actions. 
Councillor Clark confirmed the matter was ongoing.  
 
11/25  To receive and ratify monthly accounts for payment. 
Paid by Bank transfer 
Salaries   December  Salaries    £4779.49 
HMRC   PAYE Dec  Salaries    £  924.27 
Nest Pension  Pension December Salaries    £  240.63 
MC Garden Main Village Grass Cut   Est    £  600.00 
AJ Group  Plough renovation S106 – Haden Way  £8364.05 
Willingham Action New Signs  Donation   £    77.89 
Brampton PC  Annika Training  Est    £    72.00 
Fox Tree Work  Tidy Graveyard  Cemetery   £  600.00 
Paid by Credit Card 
Amazon   Light tube  L & A    £   21.51 
Amazon   Accident book  Halls    £   10.00 
Amazon   First Aid Boxes  Halls    £   71.99 
Currys   Undercounter fridge S106 Haden Way   £ 174.00 
Lenovo   Laptop Office  Est    £ 649.99 
Tesco   Kettle toilet roll  S106 Haden Way   £   18.49 
Kaspersky  Security Computer Est    £   54.99 
Simon Clark  Carols on Green  Est    £ 300.00 * 
To Pay 
Suds & Bubbles  Dec Cleaning  Est    £    40.00 
Suds & Bubbles  Dec Cleaning   Halls    £  560.00 
Suds & Bubbles  Dec Cleaning  L & A    £  241.00 
Binder Ltd  Fit new pump  L & A    £5257.55 
RPM   Climbing Frame  L & A    £  300.00 



 

 

Cromwell Fire  Public hall alarm  Halls    £  224.16 
ESPI   IT Support  Est    £  306.00 
Oliver Gawthroup Xmas tree  G & B    £  288.00 
5 Folds Admin  Octagon Hire Dec  Est    £    45.00 
 
Councillor Todd proposed the accounts be accepted as listed. This was seconded by Councillor Harris and resolved 
unanimously.  

Action: RFO 
 
12/25  Police update including: 
Councillor Hutchcraft explained he had attended the Quarterly Police Engagement Meeting. The focus for Willingham was 
on Anti-Social driving.  
 
Councillor Hutchcraft reported there had been a number of break-ins over December, which was noted.  
 
Councillor Hutchcraft also confirmed he had completed the PCC Questionnaire which had been sent out on the 8th January 
and encouraged all Councillors to do the same before the deadline on Monday 20th January.  

Action: All Councillors 
 
13/25  To receive an update on HCVs and traffic/Highways issues and ratify any actions including: 
To ratify proposal for the next round of Local Highway initiatives and consider any actions. 
Councillor Harris had produced a proposal for yellow lines in various locations within the village and this was tabled at the 
meeting. Councillor Harris proposed the Council submit the application as presented, seconded by Councillor Ramsden, and 
resolved with ten votes in favour and one abstention.  

Action: Councillor Harris/Clerk 
 
To receive an update on recent works on West Fen Road and consider wayleave agreement. 
The correspondence received from City Fibre was previously circulated to the Council. Councillor Law proposed the Council 
accept the third option of having some of the potholes filled in and levelled. This was seconded by Councillor Harris and 
resolved unanimously.  
 
To receive an update regarding the proposed temporary road closure of Over Road in February 2025 and consider any 
actions. 
This item had been addressed under 07/25.  
 
14/25   Environment and Sustainability update including:  
Nothing to report. 
 
15/25   Items for future meetings. 
Carols on the Green udpate 
Bowls Club  
New Land 
MUGA  
Salvation Army Hall  
 
16/25   Date of next meeting 
5th February 2025 
 
Meeting closed at 9.43pm  


